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Ngd whainga
o fenei pukapuko

This bock developed out of the cuestions second lemguage learners of Maori
herve asked about the building blocks of basic Maori sentence patterns.

Memy people whaose first lemgucage is English cre leconing Meoii in more or
less crtificicl situcrtions - in schools, community groups or other places where the
idecd of lecrning through immersion’ cannot be realised. I have found, as both
lecrner cnd teccher, that in this situation people are helped by basic
explanations of the structure of Maori language, if these are given in a practiceal
language that does not raise further borriers to understanding. Making Mcord
Sentences is a grammecr kock for non-specialists which adms to present such
explanations.

There are many friends who have contributed to this book. In particular [ wish
to mention my colleague cnd friend the late Billy Te Awcroa Nepid. Head of the
Maori Department ot Comterbury University until his death in 1987, Bul was
clwerys generous with advice end encouragement. and [ offer my work as a
tribute to his memory. .

Finally. | themk the students at Comiterbury University whom [ herve worked
with over the last six yecrs. Ngd tmgorta & whed ana 1 ie reo Maor, Bnd koutou,
Ahcdkoc roa te huarahi, ma te kehe, mea te aroha, ma te momeaki o t&nd o tena
ki nga taonger o te iwi Maori, ka tasa.

Nalku, na

Lymdlscry Heacd
1989.
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An explanation
of ferms

Noun
Mouns cre words thoat name pecople or things.

Proper Noun

Proper nouns are personal nomes cmd place names which alweays begin with a
capital letter:

Hata (rncm's noone)

Otautahi Chuistchurch

Te Wal Pounamu the Soulh Island
Personal

Persancils cre the proper nouns which stemd in for actual names. The personcls
e

wod who
mect so-Cimncl-so, ore

Common Noun
Common nouns - which we will just ccdl nouns - cre the words for people or
things that don't start with capital letters:

katiro girl

waiata s0Ng

B Many words hove more them one function, for example "'walk’ can be used
s a noun or verb:

nomn the warlk
verb to wolk
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Noun Group
A noun group is a noun which has extra information attached to it:
proper noun: Hata Herter
proper noun group: Hartar réua ko Pani Heardta aned Pemi
notn: wao forest
noun group. wao nui big foresl
Adjective

Adjectives are words which describe nouns. Adjectives either follow the noun
they describe, or stemd alone in descriptive phrases:

noun + adjective: wao nui big torest

informertion phrase:  he nui bigy

strtive phrarse: ko nui big
Pronoun

Fronouns are the words which we use when we talk about people, without using
their nerne:

T, 'your', 'he', 'she’, ‘we’, they'.

B For pronouns see pages 23-33.

Person

Words which mean T, ‘'me’, or ‘'we’ express the first person.
Words which meon you' (singular, dual or plural) express the second person.
Words which meon ‘he’, 'she’, or 'they’ express the third person.

For excample, in the singulen:

first person (=111 [, me
second person koe you
third person ia he/she, him/her

Personal Article

The personal article a is placed before proper nouns cmd pronouns in the

following situcttions:

! when personal nomes, place names, and location nouns are the subject of
cny sentence except identity sentences;

2 when personal nomes occur in the object phrase of a sentence;

3 when personal nomes occur in location or direction phrasas;
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4 when personal pronouns ocour in the object pluase;
5 when personal pronouns occur in location or direction phrases.

Particle

Particle is a general term for small waords which sometimes herve no translation
but which coe o necesscory port of the stuchure of sentences, often opening
sentences, cmd linking their phrases.

Definitive

Definitives coe words which meoke common nouns definite by showing that we
coe talking not about a class of things but about a particulcr memiber of the
class. For example:

definilive noun
the book
my book
this book

There coe three sets of definitives which cre used with commen nouns:
1 the definite article te or ngd;
2 class possessive pronouns;
3 Iclass delinilives.

They all have both singular and plural forms, and they all slarl with the leiler t
in the sincrular, cnd drep it in the plural.

Definite Article
singular: te
plurcd: nga

The definile article 'the’ is placed before common nouns to meoke a definite noun
phurase:

te whare the house
ngd whare the housss
Indefinite Article

The indefinite crticle he meems 'a’ or 'some’. Tt is indefinite’ in the sense thort it
gives something a name, but doesn't distinguish it from ather things of the same
class. Comperre these two phrases:

Indefinite noun phrase: e rakem c stick /some sticks/sticks
definite noun phrase: te rakom the stick

A proverb: Ko te meda nui, he langata, he témgata, he tangata. The greatest
thing, is people, people, people.
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Position Definitive

Position definitives cre t-class definitives which define ‘this', 'that’, ‘these’, 'those' in
relotion to a particuler speaker or writer, for excmple:

tenei this (necr or connected to me)
enei these (near or connected to me)

B Tor position definitives see pages 20-21.

Possessive Pronoun
Possessive pronouns are the words which express ownership:
my’, ‘youw', his', her’, ‘owr’, 'their”.

There e two sets of possessive pronouns:
1 f-closs possessive pronouns;
2 n-class possessive pronouns.

T-Class Possessive Pronoun

Tclass possessive pronouns have two jobs:
1 They express ‘'my”, ‘yvour’ ‘his/her’, ete before nouns:

Kua ngaro taku pukapuka.
My book is losl.

2 They express mine’, 'vows', his/hers’, efc in phrases on their own:

Kua kitea taku,
I've found mine.

W For t-class possessive pronouns, see page 29.

Possessive Parlicle

Possessive parlicles coe the panticles o omd a which express ‘of in a definite noun
phrase, for example:

te tama a Pand the son of Pomi/Pemi's son
te mama o Tamahae the mother of Temohoe /Tamohoe's mother
Possessive Category

All possessive particles cnd pronouns have a cholce of o or a as their vowel. We
choose according to the nature of the possession.

B For possessive category see pages 101-116
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N-Class Possessive Pariicle
N-cluss possessive particles no/na open noun phuases which emphaosise
ownership:

Na Mere ténei kuri,
This deg belongs to Mere.

Mo te kuia téra potac.
Thet hat belongs to the old lady.

N-Class Possessive Pronoun

N-class possessive pronouns form pluases which emphasise the owner in a
possession sentence.,

Noku te kotl nei.
This coat is mine,

Na ratou éna mea.
Those things coe theirs.

B For n-<class paoticles and pronouns, see pages 90-91.

Location Noun

The two kinds of location nouns cre:

I place nounes;

2 words which express positions in space such as ‘here’, ‘there’, ‘ashore’, ‘inland’,
and so on.

Location Particle

Location particles core the words kei, i emd hei which open, cmd show the tense
of, locertion phrerses.

B For location nouns cond poaticles, see pages 98-100.

Verb
Verbs are any words which describe an action, commeand, or state.

Action Verb

Action verbs describe cm action we do, or thet is done or hoppens to us. We com
cilso use them to give cormnmemcds.
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Stative Verb

Stative verbs describe the slate we are in as the result of em action, or the quality
ol some gction we perform.

B For statives, see pages 82-84

Active Voice, Passive Voice

tﬁmen the subiject of a sentence periorms the action that the sentence describes,
it is In the active voice, cnd we use action verbs in their active form. for
example;

Ka kdrero au [ speclk
Ka lkite cu | see
Ka hopu au | catch

When the subject of the sentence does not perform the action, bt has it done or
happen to him/her, the sentence is in the passive voice, cnd we use action
verbs in their passive form, for excmple:

Ka kdreroticen [ con spoken to/aloout
Ka kitea cu [ am seen
Ka hopukia au [ con caughit

B For octive voice sentences, see page 43; for passive voice sentences, soo
page 55.

Adverb
Adverbs are words which extend the informetion of a verb phucse. For excanple:

verb phrase subject phrase
peaticle verh  adwverb
1 haere tfonu ia.
He still wenl.
I haere and ia.

He went again.

Direction Indicator

Direction indicotors cre the cdverkbs mai, atu, ake cmd tho which indicerte
direction towards, crwery, up, emd down. For example.

Whakarongo! Listen!
Whakecrongo mori! Listen to me!

W For direclion indicators, see pages 61-64.

&
===
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Direction Faﬁ:le_ _

Direction particles coe the words i (indiccates direction ‘crwery”) and ki (indicctes
direction ‘towards’) which open direction phrases.

B For direction particles. sec pages 64-66.

Tense

Tense is the indication of time. Verb and location sentences begin with particles
which tell us whether a sentence belongs to the present, past, or future.

Identity sentences, clussificalion sentences, and n-class possession sentences
do not heve any indicators of tense, cand they can express the past or present
accorcling to the situction. For example:

Ko Hatla te papa.
Hata js the father.

Ki ta Te Arawda, ko Hel te p@pa& o Waitaha,
According to Te Arscrwa, Hel was the father of Waitaha,

Phrase

A phrase is emy word or combinction of words which makes up a unil of meaning.

Por excmple te mecns ‘the’, but does nol tell us anything. To make sense, we
want to know ‘the whal? So we add a noun to make a meaningful unit of
speech, which we call a phrase.

Affirmative and negative

Sentences are in the affimative when they make a statement confirming cn
identity or em action. Negertive sentences deny it. For exconple:

crffirmertive: I haere i,
She went.

negative: Kaore ia i haere.
She did not go.

Vowel
The vowels of the Maord alphabet cre the leters:

a e i o u

Consonant
The consonants of the Maori alphabet cre the lettors:

h k m n ng pr t w wh
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Syllable

Syllables cre the building blocks of individual werds. In spoken Maori the first
syllable is stressed emd each following third syllable has a lesser stress:

1 3
hu,/ri/hi/c
i/na/na/hi

B For how to count syllables, see page 71.

Macron
Macrons are the lines placed above vowels to show that they are pronounced
long. The alternative way to show long vowels is to double them:

pa, paa fortified village

apopo, adpoopoo tomorrow

Macrons and Double Vowels

The reason which scholars give for writing Maori with macrons or double vowels
is thert it gives a guide to readers as to how words should be pronounced. Also, in
a few cases. unless o word is shown with proper vowel length, a reader might
confuse two entirely different words. For example:

kainga be eaten
kainga, kaainga home, villcige
te the (singrulen)
ta, tee not

kaka dress

kaka, kaakaa parrot

For the most part, double vowels or macrons have been imposed on written
Maori by scholars such as Herbert Willicoms cnd Pei Te Hurinui Jones, who wrote
or revised A Dictionary of the Maor Language, the grect diclioncry which
preserves the language of the nineteenth century. The majority of Meaorl writers
heve not marked vowel length in their monuscrpts. although many un-
consciously put in an extra vowel when wrting words in which the vowel is
clways pronounced long. for example waahi, ‘place’.

There is a convention. but one which is hard to justify. that vowel length is
marked when a script is all in Maori, but not when Maori words appecr in an
English lemguage script. The word Maeri 15 o good excmple.

Compound Words

Compound words are two (or more) words joined together. When the join brings
two vowels the same together, they are writlen as a double vowel, not as
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macioned vowel. For excanple:
whakaatu, show', 'point oul’, = whaka + atu

When the compound joins a short and a long version of the same vowel, the
long vowel becomes short. For example:

ataahua, ‘beautiful’ = ata + Ghua

Many words, especially the particles which introduce nouns or verbs, are
pronounced long or short according to the flow and rhythm of a particulcr
sentence. Vowels which are sometimes pronounced short end sometimes long
cre written with short vowels.



Identity sentences

B [dentity sentences, or kosentences, tell us about personal identity. They
cnswer the questions "Who is?, "'Who coe?'.

B Idenlily sentences also answer the questions "'Whoert is?, "Whoat coe?'.
B Identity sentences are present or past tense.

B Basic ldentity sentences consist of two noun phrases.

First Phrase

The first phrase gives us the most important information. The pluase opens with
ko, cond may ke singular or plural. It consists of either:

1 ko + personal nome o place nome;

2 ko + pronoun;

3 ko + definitive + noun,

4 ko + kclass definitive.

Mote: in conversation, and in poetry. ko is often dropped off the beginning of the
first phrase. as in the line below from the haka Ka mate!:

Ténei te tangata puhuruhuru!
This is the hairy mamn!

Ecand Fh?ase

The second phrase consists of either:
1 definitive + noun;
2 kclass definitive,

Mote: Proper nouns (personal names and place names) do not occupy the
second phrase of an identity sentence.

10
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EXAMPLES
B In these examples, the components of the phrases cre named.
first phrase second phrase
personal name position definitive + noun
Ko Tamati Kerei téra tangata.
That mom is Tamarti Keret,
pronoun detinite article + noun group
Ko koe te mea tika.
You are the right person.
possessive pronoun + noun definite erticle + noun
Ko éna tughine nga kaiwhakahaere.
His sisters coe the orgcmisers.
position definitive possessive pronoun + noun
Ko ténei 1o ratou waka.
This is their car.
position definitive + noun group Possessive pronoun
Ko te waka kakéariki ra 13 mitou.
Ours is thert green ccn.
definite article + noun Pposition definitive
Ko nga toa éna.

Those (ones connected with you) are the champions.

Choosing the Phrase Order

When a kosentence does nol contan a personal nome or place nome the
phrase order depends on what information we cre trying to get ccross. For
example, we can write the sentence "This is the old enbance’ in two ways:

1 In answer to the question 'What Is this?”"

EXAMPLE
first phrcse second phrase
Ko te waha tawhito ténei.

This is the old entrance.

2 In answer to the question ‘Which is the old entrance?’,

EXAMPLE
first phrase second phrase
Ko tenei te waha tawhito.

This is the old entrcmce.

11
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Emphatic Ko-sentences
We make an emphetic statement by reversing the order of the phrases and
opening them both with kao:

Ko te tangate tika, ko koe!
The right person is youl!

Ko te tino tangata o taua marae, ko Hapi.
The leading person of that marae is Hapi.

Extending Ko-Sentences with a Possessive Phrase

A phrase expressing ‘of may be placed dfter either phrase, extending the
sentence to three phroses:

EXAMPLES
first phrase o/a possessive phrase third phrase
Ko te waha o te marae ténei.

This is the entremee of the morae.
first phrcss second phrase o/a possessive phrase

Ko te waha ténei o te marae.
This is the entrcnce of the moarae.

Questions

Any kosentence com be tumed into o question by the woy it is asked, or by
adding o cuestion meok when writing:

Ko Heni te kaikaranga o t8ra hapa?
Is Heni the caller of that hapu?

Asking Who?
We ask "Wha? with the phrase Ko wad? in the first phrase.

singular: Ko wai? Who is? Who was?
plurad: Ko wai ma? Who cre? Who were?

Note: some speakers do not add ma in the plwal.
Ruestions coe cnswered by replacing wal in the information phrase with the
informatlion recuired.
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EXAMPLES
B In conversation, questions coe usually answered in one phrcase:
guestion phrase second phrase
singular: Ko wal {0 toua manuhiri?
Who is our visitor?
answer. Ko Koro!
It's Korg!
answer: Ko idal
He 14
Cnswer: Ko toku whanaunger!

It's my relation!

plural: Ko word md 0 taua monuhiri?
Who coe owr visitors?

COISWET Ko Koro ma!
N It's Korp and the others!
answer: Ko ratou!
It's them!
CMSWer: Ko oku whanaunga!

It's my relations!

Note: wal translates as 'What? in a question about people’s names:
singular: Ko wai t6u ingoa?
What is your name?

plurerd: Ko wai & koutou ingoc, kdtiro ma?
Whert cre your names, ¢irls?

Asking What?

We ask "'Whet?” with a definitive + the noun aha? in the first (information) phrase.
singular: Ko te aha? Whett 8?7 Wheort was?
plural: Ko nga aha? Whett cre? What were?

Questions cre answered by replacing ahe in the first phrase with the informetion
recruired.
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EXAMPLES

singulea:

Culswer.

plural:

answer:

question phrase

Ko te aha

Whert is this ﬂ"]jng?

Ko te kihi o tona waka
That's the key of his car.

Ko nga aha
What are those letters?

Ko te méra mo t0 mama.
They're the mecdl for your mether,

second phrase

ténei?

ténd.

nga reta ra?

Choosing belween ko fte/nga aha? and he aha?
Both ko te/nga aha? cmd he aha? ask "Whert is?, "'Wheart cre”, but they answer

clifferent kinds of cruestions.

1 Definite question: Ko te aha?/Ko nga aha?

The definite question scrys, T know what this is, bul which particular one of its

kind is it?

2 Indefinite guestion: He aha?

The indefinite question asks. 'Whert kind of thing is this? See page 38 for this type

of question.

EXAMPLES
delfinife gueslion
Ko te aha tenei?
What is this?

definite answer
Ko te taupoki ténda o te umu.

Thart is the lid of the camp oven.

definite gquestion
Ko nga aha era?
Whrtt are those?

definite answer

Ko a tatou reta era.
Theyte our letters.

14

indefinile queslion
He aha tenei?
What is this?

Indefinite cnswer
He taupoli ténda.
Thert is a lid.

Indefinite guestion
He aha era?
Whert cre those?

indefinite answer
He reta era.
They're letters.
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Asking Which?

We ask 'Which? with the tclass definitive tehea/ghea? in the first phrase.
Tehea/ehea? can either accompony a commeon noun or stemd alone in its

phrase:
stngular:

plurcd:

EXAMPLES

Ko tehea?

Ko t8hea [+ noun)

Ko ehea?

Ko @éheo [+ noun)

Which is? Which wcis?

Which [one] is?
Which [one] was?

Which coe? Which were?

Which [ones] aue?
Which [ones] were?

1 Asking questions using tehea/éhea? alone in the question phrase.

singular:

colswer.

plural:

answer.

amnswer:

phural:

cImswer

question phrase second phrase

Ko tehea

Which is the lawyer?

Ko Rangi.
Romgi is.

Ko &hea

nga réia?

Which cre the lawyers?

Ko ngd mea ra.

Those ones over there.

Ko tehea
Which is yours?

tou?

Ko te mea kakdriki.

The green one.

Ko ehea

ou?

Which are yows?

Ko nga mea kakariki,

The green ones.
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Ideniity senlenceas

2 Asking questions using téhea/hea + noun in the question phrase.

guestion phrase second phrase
singulan Ko téhea tangata te réia?

Which person is the lawyer?
CMSWer: Ko Remgi.

It is Rangi.
plural: Ko éhea tangata nga roia?

Which people are the lawyers?

CnsSwer: Ko ngé mea ra.
Those anes over there.

singular. Ko lehea waka teu?
Which car is yows?

answer: Ko te mea kakariki.
The green one.

plural: Ko éhea wakta ou?
Which ccas cre yours?

answer: Ko nga mea kakdariki.
The green cnes.

Negative identity senfences

B The word that makes identity sentences negctive is ehara, not’. Ehara opens
the first phrase.

B Negative identity sentences are present or past tense.

B Negative icentity sentences consist of two noun phrases which reverse the
order of affirmative sentences

First Phrase

The first phrase opens with ehara, which has the same fonn in both singulcr and
plural sentences. The phrase consists of either:

I ehara + a + personal name;

2 chara + pronoun;

3 ehara + definitive + noun;

4 ehara + tclass definitive.
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idaniiny sentances

Second Phrase

The second phrase opens with the particle 1. The phrase consists of either:
1 i+ a + personal name;

2 i+ a + pronoun;

3 i + definitive + noun;

4 1+ definitive.

EXAMF}ES

B The tronslation of identity sentences into English will somelimes start with the
information phrase, and sometimes with the subject phrcse, depending on
how we say things in English.

affirmative singular:
first phrase second phrase
Ko Moki te rangatira,
Moki was the chiel.

negative:
first phrase second phrase
Eherret te remgatira i a Moki.
Moki weis not the chief.

affirmative plural:
first pluase second phrose
Ko Moki raua ko Tu-te-kawa nga rangartira.
ioki and Tu-le-kawa were |he chiefs.

negative:
first phrase second phrase
Ehara nga rangatira i a Moki rGua ko Ta-te-kawa,
IWicki and Tu-te-karwa were not the chiels.

affirmative singular.
first phrase second phrase
Ko Aotea te waka ¢ Waikato?
Is Aotea Waiketo's comoe?

negective:
first phrase second phrase
Eherrat te waka o Waikato i a Aotea.
Aotea is not Waikoto's conoe

cdfirmative plural:
lirst phrase second plirase
Ko Aoteq, ko Takitimu, ko Mataotua ong waka.

Aocteq, Takitimu, and Matoatua care his conoes,



Iganriny SonTGnCes

negative;
first phraise second phrase
Ehara ona waka i a Aotea, i a Takitimu, i a
Mataatua.
Aotea, Takitimu, cmd Matactua cre not his canoes.
affirmative singular
first phrase second phrase
Hoia tau iramutu.

He is your nephew.

negative:
first phrose second phrase
Ehara téu irdmutu iaia.

He is not your nephew.

affirnative plural:
first phrase second phrase
Ko du irdmutu atou,
They are your nephews,

negative:
first phrase second phrase
Ehara ratou i &u iramutu.
They are not your nephews.

affimative singular:
first phrcse second phrase
Ko te mea tawhito tera.

Thet is the old one.

negative:
first phrose second phrase
Ehara téra i te mea tawhito.

Thert is not the old one.

affirnative plural:

first phrase seconcl phrase
Ko nga mea tawhito =
Those are the old ones.
negative:
first phrase second phrase
Ehara era i nga mea lawhito.
Those core not the old onses.
affirmative singular:
frst phrese second phrase
Ko tena tu.

Theot one 15 yours.



negative:
firsl phrase
Ehara tdu
That one is not yours.

affirmative plural:

first phrase

Koéna

Those ones are yours.
negative:

first phrerse
Ehara cu

Those ones cre nat yous.

lgeniity santencos

second phrase
i téna.

second phrose
.

second phrase
i end.



T-class definitives
and pronouns

B This chapter shows how t-class delinitives and pronouns cre used in all the
basic sentence types.

Position definitives

B Position definitives are fclass definitives which say ‘this, ‘that, ‘there’, and
‘those’ in relation to the speaker or writer.

B PFosition definitives begin with the letter t in the singuler. and drop it in the
plurcd.

B Position delinitives con stomd clone in a phrass, or they can intreduce a
nour,

Singular Position Definitives

tenei this (necrr, or connected with me, the speaker /writer)
tena thert (necar, or connected with you. the person being addrassed)
tera thert {crwery from. or not connected with us)

Plural Position Definitives

énei these (necr, or connected with me, the speaker /wriler)
énda those (necr, or connected with you, the person being addressed)
era those (away from, of not connected with us)

Position Definitive + Noun

There cre two werys of making a phrase conteaining o position definitive + noun.
The choice is up to the speaker/writer, emd will be made to swt the rhythm of
his /her speech.



1 Position definitive + noun

EXAMPLES

Naku ténei kete,
This kit is mine.

I kite cu | t81& tamaiti téme.
[ saw that boy.

Ko tén& whakaaro te mea tika.
That ided is the right one.

He poto rawa atu énei korero.
These stonies are extremely short.

2 Te/nga + noun + nei/na/ra

I-class detinifives and pronguns

Position definitives cre a combinction of the definite caticle + position pooticle.

They ccm be split into these two parts cround a noun:

singilamr: Pluwal:

te [+ noun)] nei this nga [+ noun) nei

te [+ noun] na Lthet nga [+ noun] na

te [+ noun)] 1a thort nga [+ noun] ra
EXAMPLES

Naku te kete nel,

This kit is mine.

I kite qu i te tamaiti tame ra.
[ scrw thot boy.

Ko te whakaaro na te mec tika.
That idea is the right one.

He poto rawa atu ngé kérero nei.
These staries crre extremely short,

these
that
those

Position Del‘fnlﬂv_e.-s in Time Phrases

Ténei/t&ra e used in time phrases with the same idea of closeness (8nef) cnd

clistomce (t&rd), for example:

lenei 1a todeary
tera 1@ yestercday. thet dery
tera tau last yecr, thert yeor
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F-chass delinitives and pronouns

EXAMPLES
He ra nui ténei 1a.
Texdery is o great dery.

I t&r& po, ka tae mai etahi manuhiri.
Lewst nigiht, some visitors arrived.

I te tou ra, i hamgaa te poutapeta.

In that year the Post Office was built.

Reference definifive

singular:  taua this/that (already mentioned)
pluradl: cue these,/those (adready mentioned)

The reference definitives taua/eaua are used to refer to something we have
already been tolking or writing about.

Reference definitives cannot stomd alone in their phrase, but must be followed
by a noun.

EXAMPLES

Ka kite métou 1 a Hémi. Kua mate taua koroua.
We scrw Hemni. That old man is il

Nona te walta, He koretake taua mea.
The cor is his. It's a useless one.

Ko Pemi ma nga kaiwhakahaere, No Te Kaha qua tangata.
Pemi cmid the others are the orgamisers. Those people are from Te Kaha

Specifying definitive

sincrular: tétahi ‘o', in the sense of 'a certcdn one’, ar 'one of o number’
pluret: Stahi  ‘some’, in the sense of 'certain ones’, or ‘some of a number’

These definitives express ‘a and ‘some when we have particular ones in mind.
Tétahi/étahi com stand alone in their phrase, or introduce a noun.

EXAMPLES

Ka rongo ahau i tetahi waiata pai i ténei 1&.
I hecad a nice song todary.

E rua du apora. Homa tétahil
You've got two apples. Give me onel
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-choss Qolinilivas and pranouns

He whero étahi, he pango &tahi.
Some are red. some black.

Ka tae tetahi tauhou ki te kainga.
A certain stranger came to the village.

B We add atu to tétahi /étahi to express ‘'emother’, ‘other’:

Ka korero ia ki tétahi atu apiha.
He talked to another officer.

E whakaae ana &tahi, engari kdore and étahi atu kio whakaae.
Some agree, but olhers have not yet agreed.

Pronouns

These coe the words which we use as substitutes for people’s nomes:

T, 'you', ‘he’, 'she’, 'we’, 'they’.

As well as people, pronouns in Maori also reler to anything which participades
in the humcm world, such as pets, animals you hunl or herd or spend hows
wartching, and things thought of as people, such as ancestor figures in a
meeting house,

Pronouns have singular, dual, and plural forms:

singular refers to one person;

dueil refers to two people;
plural refers to any number of people over two.
5ingular Pronouns
first person: au I
pe ahau |
Note: we choose au or ahau cccarding to which best suits the rhythm of the
senlence,
second person: koe youl
third person: ia he/she

Mote: third person pronouns do nol distinguish between the sexes. We judge the
gender from the context of the conversation or story.

Inclusive, Exclusive

In the cual and plural sets of pronouns we have two kinds of first person
pronouns, beccnise there are two groups of people which the word ‘we’

23
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F-clomss chefinitives and proncuns

represents:

] ‘we'= youcmd [
This is the inclusive form of the first person becouse it includes you - the person o
people I'm tedking to - with me. The inclusive pronouns start with the letter t:

toua you and |
tatou you (mere than one) and [

2 we=he/ssheand | they and ]
This is the exclusive form of the first person because it excludes you, the person or
people I'm talking to. The exclusive pronouns stert with the letter m:

maua he/she and ]
matou they and |

Dual Pronouns
The dudl pronouns are:

first person: toua we (youand [)
méua we (he,/she cnd I)

second person: lkdrua you (two)

third person: rauda they (two)

Plural Pronouns
The plural pronouns are:

first person: tatou we (you [more tham one) and 1)
matou we (they and I)

second person: koutou you (three or more)

third person: ratou they (three ar more)

Expressing the Neutral Pronouns ‘it’, 'they’, ‘them’

Crdinary objects, such as clothes. tables. and cars cre not referred to by a
pronoun but by definitives.

There are three meain ways of retenring to cbjects:
I by using the position definitives:

Anei tétahi rakeu nui. He totara ténei.
Here's a mighty tree. It's a totara.
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2 by reperrting the name of the object we are talking about. or by substituting
mea one’, 'thing' for the noun:

He paika toku. He 'Mormison' toua paike.
I've gol a bike. It's o "Morrison'.
Kua kite koe i taku pene? He ma whero te mea na.
Have you seen my pen? I's a pink one.
3 by leaving out the subject, when it is clear what we are lalking about:

Kei roto ngé& panana me ng& &rani i te pouaka ra. Waiholia ki runga i te

teépu.
The bananas and the oranges are in that box. Pul them on the table.

Pronouns as the Subject of a Sentence

Pronouns stcmd alone in the subject phrase of every kind of sentence:
! identity sentences (ko-sentences),

2 classification sentences (he-sentences);

3 action sentences;

4 state sentences;

5 command sentences;

& location sentences,

7 n-class sentences (no/na-sentences).

EXAMPLES
1 identity sentence
suhject phrase informertion phrase
Ko ia te tipuna o Ngati Porou.
He is the cncestor of Ngerti Porou.
B Ko and ia may be combined inlo one word for grecter emphcisis:

Koia te tipuna o Ngé&ti Porou!
That's the ancestor of Ngati Porou!

B Pronouns moay be lollowed by emphadsisers:

Ko wal te hawhakahaere? Ko au tonu!
Who is the organiser? Actually, it's me!

2 he-sentence
informertion phrase subject phrase

He taraiwa tekehi koe?
Are you a laxi driver?
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T-class dalindves and pronouns

3 action sentence

action phrase subject phrase clirection phrase
Kei te haere taua ki taua hui.
We (you and I) are going o thatl hui.

4 slale sentence

state phrase subject phrase
Ka mauiui maua.
We (he/she and I} are sick.

5 active command sentence
command phrase subject phrase
E noho koe!
You sit down!

E noho kdruc!
Sit dlown, you twol

E noho koutou!
Sil down, all of youl

& Location sentences
Location phrcse subject phrase object phrase
Eei muri matou iakoe.
We (they and I) are behind you.

7 n-class sentences

infarmertion phrose subyect phrase
No hea koa?
No Whakatane ahaomu,

Where cae you from? I'm from Wheokcatcme,

Pronouns in other Phrases

Mgaiori pronouns keep the same form wherever they stand in a sentence, unlike
in English.

When pronouns are not the subject of a sentence, they are introduced by the
particle a: except for the ahau form of the first person singular pronoun T.

20



T-class definitives and pronouns

EXAMPLES
1 action sentences: pronoun in object phrase
gction phrase subjoct phrase ochject phrase
E titiro ana te tauhou ki aau.
The stramger was looking at me.
E titiro e te teruhera ki ahau.
The stremger was looking ot me
Ko kite T iaia.
I sorw him.
I tatari matou i te keti.

We wailed by lhe gale.

I kohete a Mama i a malou.
Mumn told us ofl.

Ka whawhai tonu au ki a koutou ko & hoa.
1 will keep fighting against you and your meartes.

2 command sentences: pronoun in direction phrase
commueand phrase direction phrose

Oma crtu iaial
Fun crwcry from her

Homai ki a méatou!
Give it 1o us

3 state sentences: pronoun in agent phrase
state phrase subject phrase agrent phrase

Ka mataku maua iaia,
We were [rightened by him,

Ka hoha to taua mama 1 a ratou,
Cur mum’s fed up with them.

Kua pau katoa te ka i a koutou!
You have ecten up all the food!
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I-class definitives and pronouns

4 location sentences: pronoun in object phrase
location phrase subject phrase object phrase

Kei muri ahem iakoe.
[ am behind you

Kei mua koe i aheom.
You are in fronl of me.

Kei mua koe iaau.
You are in front of me.

I runga ake te kaitohutohu i o korua.
The instructor was higher up than you two.

Adding more People to Pronoun Phrases

Any phrase containing o dual or plural pronoun can be extended by adding
the ncomes or descriptions of the people represented by the pronoun. The new

phrase or phuases cre introduced by ko.

1 dual pronoun + ko + personal name

Dual pluases speak aloul lwo people in total.
EXAMPLES

Ka korero maua ko Mere ki a ia.
Mere and | spoke to him.

Ka korero ia ki a mauea ko Mere.
He spoke to Mere cmd me

Ko maua ko Mere nga kaiGowhine.
Mere cond I cae the helpeis.

He koretake korua ko Mere!
You cnd Mere cre useless!

I roto r&ua ko Mere i te whare.
He and Mere were in the house.

2 plural pronoun + ko + personal name(s)
Plural sentences talk about three or more people.

matou ko Hata He/she cnd [ cnd Herta,
Hata cnd the rest of us.

koutou ko Hata ko Pani You, Hata cnd Pemi.
' All of you and Hertar emd Pami.

28



F-class detinitives and pronauns

As mony further nomes a5 required can be added by introducing ecach one
with ko.

EXAMPLES

Mo Te Kaha matou ko Hata ma.
Hata and I and the rest are from Te Kaha.

Me hoaere koutou ko Hertar ko Pani ki te tGone.
You cmcd Horta amd Pomi ougrht to go to tewn

Kei te kura ratou ko Heta ko Peni ko Mere.
They cmc Herter, Pomni, cnicl Mere cre ot the school.

3 dual pronoun + ko + definitive + noun

EXAMPLES

Kua mate maua ko taku teina.
My younger sister cnd [ are sick.

Me korerorero korua ko te kaiako.
You and the teacher should have a talk.

He pai raua ko tana hoa ki te waiata.
She and her friend are good singers.

4 plural pronoun + ko + definitive + noun

EXAMPLES

I awhinatia ratou e matou ko aku téina.
They were helped by me cnd my youngder sisters.

Ka tatari au ki a koutou ko nga kaiako.
I wrill werit for you emed the tecichers.

Ko ratou ko & ratou hoa ngé mea ngaro.
They and their friends wre the missing ones

-class possessive pronouns

B These are the definitives which sary "'my’, ‘your’, ‘his’, 'her’, 'its’, ‘our”. ‘their".

B T<class possessive pronouns begin with the letter t in the singular, and drop it
in the dual and plural.
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Fclass definltives and pronouns

T-Claiss Possessive Pronouns + Noun
T-class possessive pronouns intreduce a noun in any definite phrase:

EXAMPLES

Ko @ matou kurd ngd toa ki te tiaki hipi.
Our dogs are the champion sheep-musterers.

He ma to ratou whare,
Their house is white.

I rere atu te manu ki tana kohanga.
The bird flew away lo ils nest.

Whakapictia & hii!
Polish your shoes!

T-Class Possessive Pronouns Standing Alone

T-class possessive pronouns stand alone as the subject phrase of a senlence,
when the noun they refer to is already undlerstood:

EXAMPLES
He-sentence:

He pukapuka kakdriki taku. He whero @ma.
Mine is a green book. His/hers are red.

Number sentence:

E rua aku aporo. E toru a korua,
I hove two cpples. You (twe) have three.

Category

Each possessive pronoun has both o and ccategory lorms. In a pcarticulen
sentence. the possessive pronoun takes the some category as the noun it defines:

teku papa my lather
taku tema my son

B For o cnd a cotegory. see pages 101-116.

Number
There are singular, dual, and plural sets of kclass possessive pronouns:

singulcr refers o one person
ducd refers to two people
plural refers to cny numilber of people over two

a0
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I-class definltives and pranouns

Singular T-Class Possessive Pronouns
single relationship or possession:

toku taku my

tdu (111 your

téna téna his, her
EXAMPLES

Homai toku her!
Give me my comb!

Tikina atu tou pukapuka!l
Go and get your book!

Hei te fi {tma iromutu i runga i t6ku kakahu méa.
His nephew is stcmding on my clean dress.

plurcd relotionship or possession:

oku aku my

ou au your

onea ana his, her
EXAMPLES

Homead dku heru!

Give me my combsl

Tikina atu du pukapukal
Go and gel yow books!

Kei te th ana iramutu i runga i oku kékahu ma.
His nephews are standing on my clecan clothes,

O/A Neutral Singular T-Class Possessive Pronouns

The singular possessive pronouns herve o form which cem be used to intraduce
either o or crootegory nouns. This form is in very common use, cmd we
especially choose it when o short vowel makes the sentence flow better.

single relationship or possessiorn:

taku my
to your
tana his/her
plural relationship or possession:
aku my
fa] your
ana his/her
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Note: the neutral form cannot be used when o possessive pronoun stemds alone
as the subject of a senlence.

EXAMPLES
possessive pronoun + a-category noun tamaiti:
neutrad form: o/ c-coegory form
Kei hea taku tamaili indianei? Kei hea taku tomedti ingicmei?

Where is my child now?

possessive pronoun + o-category noun koti:
Homad & koti, Homal du koti.
Give me your coats.

Dual and Plural Possessive Pronouns

We make the dual ond plural possessive pronouns by putting the tclass
possessive particles in front of the dual end plural personal pronouns.
The l-class possessive particles have o cnd arcategory forms:

singrulor: 15, ta
plural; o, a

Dual Possessive Pronouns
singrular relationship or possession:

inclusive: o taua ta toua owr (yours cnd mine)
exclusive: {6 méua ta maua our (his/hers cnd mine)
16 kérua ta korua your (belonging to the two of youw)
to roua i réraa their (belonging to the two of them)
EXAMPLES

Ko Herg 10 tGua hoa.
Herqg is our {riend.

Ka herea e ia ta tGua kuif,
He tied up owr dog.

plurad relationship or possession:

inclusive: o toua a tua our (yours cmd mine)
exciusive: © maoua a maua our ¢his/hers and mine)
0 korua a kdrua your (belonging to the two of you)
o rqua a raua their (belonging to the two of themm)
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EXAMPLES

Ko Héra rGua ko Ruku & tGua hoa.
Hera and Ruku are our [riends.

Ka hereda e ia & tdua kurd,
He tied up our dogs.

Fcics definitives and pronouns

Plural Possessive Pronouns
singular relationship or possession:

inclusive: o tatou ta tatou
exclusive: td matou ta malou
{5 koutou ta koutou
16 ratou ta ratou
EXAMPLES

Kotahi t6 tatou meounga, ko Aorangi.

We have one mountcin, Acremgi.

He tane ta matou ngeru.
Our cat is a male.

plurad relationship or possession:

inclusive: o tatou
exclusive: O matou
& koutou
o ratou
EXAMPLES

E rua o totou mcmingcr.
We horve two mounterins.

He téme @ matou ngeru.
Cur corts are male,

a tatou

a1 mdrton

a koutou

& 1&tou

our (belonging to you people and
me)

our (belonging to them amd me)

your {belonging to you three or
rnore)

their (belonging to them, three or
more)

ow (belonging to you people
and me)

our (belonging to them and
me)

yowr (belonging to you three
OF more)

their (belonging to them, three
or more)
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Classification
sentences

B Clossificabon sentences, or hesentences, describe what someone or some-
thing is, or what qualities they have. They answer the cuestions "What is?,
‘What are?

B Classification sentences are present or past tense.

B Classification sentences consist of two noun phrases:

he + information phrase + subject phrase

First (information) Phrase

The first phrase gives us information aboul the subject. The pluase opens with he,
‘a’ or ‘some’, which has the same form in both singulor ond plural sentences. The
phrase consists of either:

1 he + noun;

2 he + noun + adjective:

J he + adjective.

Second (subject) Phrase

The second plrase may be singulcr or plarad, cnd consists of either:
! a + personal name or place name;

2 pronoun;

3 definitive + noun;

4 tclass definitive.

EXAMPLES
B Because most nouns and adjectives harve the scme form in both singrular cnd

plural, most he-phrases do not tell us whether the sentence is singilar o
plural. For that we look at the subject phiase. ” '
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Classificoriion seniencos

1 he + noun

singrular: Information phrase subject phrase
He nehi (e 8
He /she is o1 nurse.

plurerd: He néhi rerton.
They cre nurses.

singular: He pcraehe-niho tenei.
This is a toothbrush.

plural; He parashe-niho enei,

These are toothbrushes.
2 he + noun + adjective
information phrass subject phrase

He kainga iti noa iho a Otautahi!
Christchurch is just a little village!

He matua pai a Pani raua ko Hata.
Pemi emd Herter are goad perents.

3 he + adjective

information phrase subject plucse

He wera tena.

That is hot.

He whero ngd pua o te pehutuliawa,
The flowers of the pohutukawa are red.

He tupuhi rawa atu ia.

He/she is 50 thin.

He tupuhi rawa atu tatou katoa.

We are all 5o thin.

Note: Unlike other words which extend the mecnings of adjectives, the adjective
tino ‘very' is placed before cmother adjective to increase its force:
He pd makariri tenei.
This is ci cold night.
He pd tino makerird téned.
This is a very cold night.



Classificolion sentences

Plural Nouns
Some nouns have a plural form, which we use in he-phrases which open plural
seniences.
There is only one noun which completely changes its form in the plural:
tamciti child
tamariki children

Some kinship terms lengthen a vowel in the plural:

tuahine sister

tuahine sisters

wahine Womam

wihine wornen

teina younger sibling, scome sex

teina younger siblings, same sex

tuakeoma older sibling, scome sex

tuakana older siblings, scone sex

tipuna grandparernt, anceslor

tipuna grandparents, ancestors
EXAMPLES

singulerr: He wahine te hekeretari.

The secretary is a womeom.

piurcl: He wihine ngd hekeretomi.
The secretomies are wormen.

Plural Adjectives
Most adjectives have the same form whether the noun they describe is singular
or plural:

te whare hou nga whare hou
the new house lhe new houses

The following list of ccljectives may repeal their lirst syllable when they are
attached lo plural phrases, but speakers may keep to the singular form.

singudcr plurce!
kino bad kikino
koi sharp kokol

nui big nunui
pai good, nice papa
rahi lcage rarcthi
rod long roroa
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Clogiication senlenceas

EXAMPLES
singniler: He ara kino ténei.
This is o1 bad road.
pluratl: He ara kikino énei.

Thesa are bad rocacls,

Multiplying the Information Phrase
We com use as meomy phrases introduced by he as we like in the first phrase.

EXAMPLES
Information plucse subject phrase
He pango, he parauri ianei nga makawe o 1o tama?

Is your son's hair Bblack or brown?

He porotaka, he whero, he plata te paoro leirilkiti.
Cricket balls are round, red, and shiny.

Emphatic Statements

In exclomertions emcd emphertic staterments, he is dropped off the beginning of the
first phrcise:

EXAMPLES

slatement: He pd rawa atu tau mahi.
Your work is very good.

exclamation: Pai rawa atu tdu mahi!
Your work is terrific!

Multiplying the Subject Phrase

We can use as mony phrases os we like in the second phrorse:

EXAMPLES
information phrase subject phrases

He taone pai a Oterutahi, @ Whalkertia hoki,
Chrstchurch and MNelson cre nice cities,

He pirau nga drani, nga pititi me te painaporo.
The oremgies. peaches, cand the pinecpople cre rotten.
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Emphasising the Subject

The emphasis in any sentence is on the first phrase. When we weant to especially
emphasise the subject phrase, we transfer it to the start of the sentence and
inbroduce it with the porticle ko

EXAMPLES

uncemphatic: He papa kdhatu a Pania indianei.
Pomia is a flat rock now.

emphatic: Ko Pania he papa kdhatu indiemei.
As for Pania, she's a tlat reck now.

Questions

Any hesentence can be turned into a question by the way it is asked, or by the
addition of a question mecrk when writing:

He ara kino téra?
Is thert o bad road?

Asking What?

We ask the cuestion ‘Whert? with the phrase he aha? in both singular and plural
sentences.

Questions care answersd by replacing aha in the first phrase with the infor-
mation required.

EXAMPLES
B In conversation. questions are usuclly answered in one phrase:

cquiestion phrase subject phrose
cquestion. He aha tera?
What's that?

answern  He manu.
A kite.

question: He aha &ra?
What are they?

answer: He manu.
Kites.
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Chasgification senfences

Negative classification sentences

B The word which maokes classificalion senlences negative is ehara, ‘nol’.
B NMNegative classification sentences are present or past tense.

B MNegative classification sentences consist of two noun phrases which reverse
the order of alfirmctive sentences:

ehara + subject phrase + informecrtion phrase

First (subject) Phrase

The first phrase opens with ehara, which has the some form in both singular end
plural sentences. The phrase consists of either:

I ehora + a + personcl name or place nome;

2 ehora + pronoun;

3 ehara + definitive + noun;

4 ehara + tclass deilinitive.

Second (information) Phrase

The second phrase is introduced by the particles i te. whether the sentence is
singulcr or plural. The phrase consists of either:

I ite ' noun;

2 ite + noun + adjective;

3 ite + adjective

EXAMPLES
alfirmative singular;
information phrase subject phrase
He matua a Pani.
Pani Is a parent.
negative:
subject phrase Information phrase
Ehara a Pani i te matua.
FPami is not a parent.
affirmative plural:
information phrase subject phrase
He matua a Pani raua ko Herta.
Pani cmd Hertar are perents.
negafive:
subject phrase information phiase
Ehara a Pani raua ko Hala i te matua.

Pani and Hata are not parents.
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affirmative singular

information phrase
He tohunga whakairo
The younger one is a master carver.

negative:
subject phrose
Ehara te teina

subject phrase
te teina.

information phrase
i te tohunga whakadiro.

The younger one is not a master corver.

affirmative plural:

information phrase
He tohunga whakairo

subject phrase
nga teine.

The younger ones are maslesr carvers,

negative:
subject phrase
Ehara ngé téina

Information phrase
i te tohunga whaliairo.

The younger ones are not master carvers,

affirmative singrular:
informertion phreise
He ngeru
Thert is o1 cort.

negative:
subyject phrcse
Ehara tera
That is not a cal.

affirmative plural;
information phrase
He ngeru
Those are cats.

negative,
subject phrase
Ehara era
Those are not cots.

affirmative singular:
infarmcrtion phrase
He ara kino
This is cof berd rocrd.

negative:
subject pluase
Ehara tenei

This is not a bad road.

a0

subject phrase
tera.

informertion phrcse
i te ngeru.

subject phrase
&ra.

nformation phrase
i te ngeru,

subject phrase
tenei.

informertion phrase
i te ara kino.



Classfication sentences

affirmative plural;
information phrass subject phrase
He ara kikine énei.
These are bad roccds,
negative:
subject phrase information phrase
Ehara enei i te ara kikine.

Thess cre not bad rocds.

affirmetive singular
informertion phreise subject phrase
He wera tena pereti.
Thert plerte is hot
negative:
subject phrase infarmertion phreese
Ehara {end pereti ite wera
Thal plale is not hot,
affirmative plural:
information phrase subject phrase
He wera ena pereti.
Those plates are hot,
negative:
subject phrase information phrase
Ehara ena pereti ite wera.

Those pletes are not hot.

Comparing adjectives

B We con make adjectives express cifferent degrees of force. ‘More' and less’
are called the ‘comparative degree’. and ‘most and ‘least’ care called the
superlative degree, for example:

baseline description comparctive superlcrtive
bicy bigger bigrcrest
srncdl srnciller smcillest

Showing the Comparative Degree
To show ‘more” we add atu or ake to the adjective:

nui big, many
nui atu, nui atu bigger. more
pad good. nice
pa atu, pai ake better. nicer
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Claesitication sentencos

To show ‘less’ we add iho to the adjective:

kino bad

kino iho worse

iti smcill. few

iti iho smaciller, fewer

Closing the Comparison

When we want to compare cne thing with ancther, ‘than’ is expressed by the
particle i

EXAMPLES

He pal atu ténei i t&nda.
This one is better than theadt.

He nui ake te moa i nga@ manu katoa.
The moa was higger than all other birds.

He poto rawa atu tou kaka i toku.
Your dress is much shorter thom mine

Showing the Superlative Degree

We have a choice in the woy we com show ‘'most’ and 'least’.
1 We can pul tino before the adjective. For strang emphasis, we can use te tino.
2 We can pul lhe particles rawa atu, noa atu, noa iho after the adjectives 10

intensify their {orce.

EXAMPLES

42

Homal te paukena nui rawa atu.
Give me the biggest pumpkin.

He pd tino makariri noa atu térd.
Thert wes on extremely dark night.

Kei te Taitokerau te kauri te tino nui o te motu.
The biggest keruri in the lemd is in Northlomd.



Action sentences

B Action sentences describe cm action.
B Action senlences cun be in the aclive or passive voice.
B Baosic action sentences consist of a verb phrase plus a noun phrase

action phrase + subject phrass

AcCTive voice

First (action) Phrase

The first phrase opens with an action particle which tells us what tense the
sentence can be. The phrase consists of:

particle + verb

B For cction porticles see pages 44-47.

Second (subject) Phrase

The subject phrase tells us who or what performs the action. The second phrcse
mary be singular or plural. and consists of either:

I' a + personal name or place noame:

2 pronoun:

3 definitive + noun:

4 tcloss definitive:

5 he + noun.

EXAMPLES
action phrase subject phrase

Preseni conlinuous:

Eeite ta a Rewli.
Rewl is standing.
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caction phrase subject phrase
past conhinuous:

[tetu ia.
He was standing.

confinuous:
E ti ana te tamaiti tane.
The boy is stemding.
The boy was stemding
The boy will Ibe standing.

jocast

It tetahi tamaiti tome.
A carlain boy slood.

perfect:

Kua tia ténei.
This one has stood.

new achon:

Ka tu he tamati.
A boy slood

A boy stemds.

A boy will stemid

Nole: he meons '’ or ‘some’ in the sense of ‘o represeniative of that class of
thing’, and is not used often as a subject phrase. Much more commenly ‘o
or ‘some’ means o certain’ cnd we express this with the tcloss definitive:
tetahi = u; etahi = some,

Action particles

The parlicle which opens the fist pluase of an action senlence sels the lense of
the sentence.

Note: in the tenses morked below with an aslerisk”, the action parlicle changes
ils form in the negative.

'Present Continuous: Kei fe
Kei te describes cm action which is happening as we spealt;

HKei te kdrero nga wahine.
The women coe tadking
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Action senlences

Present Continuous Negative: / fe
Kaore nga wahine i te korero.
The women are not talking.

Past Continuous: | fe
I te describes cm action which was continuing in the past:

I te kdrero ngd wahine.
The women were talking.

Past Continuous Negative: [ fe

The distinction between present and past continuous is lost in the negalive, and
we must decide on the tense of the sentence from the context - that is, from whal
we dlrecdy understand of the conversation or story.

Kaore nga wahine i te korero.
The women were not talking.

Continuous: E + verb + ana

E + verb + ana expresses the idea of an action going on, and com be used in
past, present, or future sentences. E . . . ana surrounds the verb it introduces:

E korero ana nga wahine.
The women cire talking.
The women were talking.
The women will be talking.

Continuous Negaiive: e + verb + ana

K&ore nga wahine e korero ana.
The women are not talking.

The women were not talking.
The women will not be talking.

Past: |
I describes em aclion which happened in the past, and is theretore now ‘history”:

I korero nga withine.
The women spoke.

Past Negative: |

Kaore nga wahine i kdrero,
The women did nol speak.



Aciion senlences

*Perfect: Kua

The periect tense. (this term is inherited from English grammen). describes the
action that has taken place to produce the present status of the subject. In
English we express the pertect tense with 'has’. ‘have’. or 'had”:

The women have spoken (that is the situction now).
The speeches have begun (are going on now).

Kua korero ngd wahine.
The women have spoken.

Kua timerta ngar mihimihi.
The speeches hove begun.
Perfect Negative: Kia

The perfect tense often adds ané yet' to the negative word kaore to suggest thed
although some action has not happened. it is expected to:

Haore ano ngd wdahine kia kérero.
The women hove not yet spoken

Kaore and ngir mihimihi kia timata.
The speeches of welcome have not begun yet.

"Inceptive, or New Action Marker: Ka

Inceptive’ medns begins something’. and ka introduces a new action into o
narrative. It expresses the idea of ‘and then this happened’. Ka can refer to the
past, present. or future.

New Action Fasi: Ka

Kag mutu te mahi inanahi, ka haere matou ki te tGone.
When yesterday's work was finished, we went to town.

In the past tense, ka may introduce a new action in a story which is otherwise
lold in verb statements introduced by the past tense action parlicle 1. But often a
past tense narrative will be told in a succession of ka phrases:

Ha whakatika te ope, ka haere, ka tae ki tétahi awa.
The party set off, trarvelled along, emed come to o river.

New Action Past Negative: |

Kaore matou i haere ki te tGone.
We did nol go lo town.
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New Action Present: Ka
In the present tense. ka sentences make a statement of fact. Ka can be used to
describe an action which is habitual. for example:

Ka haere métou ki te tGone i nga Taite.
We go to town on Thursderys

New Action Present Negative: E

Kaore matou e haere ki te tGone i nga Taite.
We do not go to town on Thursdays.

New Action Future: Ka
Apopd ka haere mdtou ki te tGone.
Tomarrow we will go to town.

New Action Future Negative: E

Kaore mdatou ¢ haere ki te tGone apopd.
We won't go to town tomorrow.,

Extending action sentences with
an object phrase

A basic action sentence in the aclive voice consists of a verb phrase plus a noun
p];mse. We can extend this with a phrase which tells us who or what the action
relotes lo.

For example, this sentence simply tells us what the girl was doing.

action phrase subject phrase

I te kai te kotiro,
The girl wes ecting.

By adding an object phrase, we find out what the girl was ecting:
action phrase subject phrerse ohject phrass

I te kai te kotiro i te apora.
The girl was eating the apple.

Eruducing the Object Phrase

Object phrases in action sentences cre introduced by the connecting particles i
or ld. Which one we use depends on the verb in the action phrase, as some
verbs must be followed by i, and a smaller number by ki.
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AChion senfencas

| Fgr a list of verbs which introduce their object phrase with ki, see pagss
49-50,

Object Phrase

The phrase may be singuler or plural and consists of either:
I for ki + a+ personal neome,

2 iorkd + a+ pronoun;

3 ior ki + definitive + noun;

4 o ld + tolass delinitive.

EXAMPLES
aclion phrase subject phrase objact phrase
Kei te rapu t&@ méatou ngeru i toma lead,
Cur cort i searching for his teg,
Ka kite ia 1 te iwaiwaka.
He sees the femitedl,
Kei te titiro taua ngeru ki témicr ken.
Thert cat is looking ot his meal.
Kei te whakatoi  te tiwaiwaka ki a Poli.
The femiteril is teasing Pussy.
Ka hopu a Poti i te manu,
Pussy colches the bird.
Ka tangi atu te manu ki ana hoa.
The bird calls to his {riends.
Ka archa mai nga manu ki aia.
The birds take pity on him.
Ka awhina aua manu i te Hiwaiwaka.
They help the fonitail.
Ka pa nga ngutu o nga manu ki ng& whatu o te ngeru.
The becatks of the birds strike the cort's eyes
Kua ki’ toma ihua i te huruhuru,
His nase is full of fecthers.
Ka ki te ngeru ki nga manu: ‘Kak, rere

atul

The cad scrys to the birds: "'Well then, fly caway!
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Kei te mitimiti ia
He is licking his face,

i tana kanohi.

Ka whanga a Papa
Dad will feed this unlucky cat.

Verbs which Introduce their Object with ki

There is a general parallel between English cnd Maori in that verbs in English
which are {ollowed by 'lo’, 'al’, 'lor intioduce their object phrase with ki in Meoori.
We con call these 'direction objects’. For example:

i t&nei ngeru aitud.

tatari ki wait for
titiro ki lock at
whakarongo ki listen to

Action verbs where there is felt to be o bond between the subject and object
also introduce their object with ki. For example:

archea ki lowve
mahera ki remembwer

Note: cction verbs mery heorve ordinary objects or direction abjects according to
the kind of statement:

Ka tuhi ia i nga kupu.
He wrole the words.

Ka tuhi ig ki tana hoa.
He wrote to his {riend.

Below is o list of some common verbs which normally introdiuce their object
phrase with ki:

aroha (ina) to love, pity

eke (a) to go up onlo

hichie (tia) to desire, womt

mctherrer (Her) to remember, to think of

mdcrtalkitaki (He) to wertch

mcrtena (rica) to knowr

mihi ) to greet

mohio (tia) o know

pa (ngia) to strike

pai (ngico) to like

patai (lic) to question

pupuri (puritica) lo hold (both { and ki coe used with pupuri)
rapu (a) o seek (oth i and ki are used with rapu)
whakaholki (a) to reply

rengo (nea) to hear (both 1 and ki are used with rongo)
tae () to reach
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Aclion senlences

tangi (hica) to weep for
totari (tariad to werdt for
titiro (lirohic to look crt
tomo (kic) to enter
timomako ¢hic) {o hope

ui {a) lo ask
wareware (tia) to forget
wehi (ngia) to fec
whawhai (tHa) to fight
whakaae (tia) to agree
whakahoki (a) to reply
whakakino (ngia) to refuse
whakapone (a) to believe
whakarongo (na) to listen for
whalkateka (ia) to disbelieve

Negative action sentences

B The word that makes action sentences negctive is kdore, not'.
B Some action pcaticles change their form in negeative sentences.
B Edsic negative action sentences consist of two phrases:

kdore + subject phrase + action phrase

First (subject) Phrase

The lirst phrase opens with k&ore, which has the same form in both singuler cmd
plural sentences. The subject phrase tells us who or what did not do something,
cnd congslsts of either:

! k@ore + @ + parsonal name or place name:;

2 kdore + pronoun:;

3 kdore + definitive + noun:

4 kaore + class definitive:

5 kaore + he + noun.

Second (action) Phrase
The aclion phrase opens with an action particle.

B For negative action porticles, see poages 45-46,

EXAMPLES
present confinuous affirmative;

verb phrase subject phrase
Kei te ta a Rewi,
Ikewn 15 stomding.
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negative:

subject phrose
Haore a Rewd
Rewd is not stemicling

past continuous affirmative:

action phrase
Iteta
He was slanding.

negative:

subject phrase
Kaore ia
He was not stemdling.

confinuous affirmative:

crction phrase

E tu ana

The boy is stemding.

The boy was stemding.
The boy will be standing.

negative:
subject pluase
Kaore te tamaiti tane
The boy is not standing.
The boy was not standing.

The boy will not be standing.

past affirmative:

cction phrase
Ita
A certain boy stood.

negative:

subject phrase

Kaore tetahi tamaiti tane

A certain boy did not stand.
perfect affirmative:

aclion plirase

Kuata
This one has slood.

AChon senlgncas

action phrase
ite ta.

subject phrose
icr.

actlion phrase
ite tQ.

subject phrase
te tamaiti tane.

action phrase
e ti ana.

subject phrase
tétahi tameaiti tame.

action phrase
ita.

subject phrase

tenei.



AChon sEntences

negative:

subject phrase
Kdore and ténei

This one has not [yet] stood.

new action past:

action phrose
Ka whanou
A child was barmn

negative:

subject phrase

Kaore he tarmeaiti

Mo child was bom.
new action present:

action phrase

Ka whanau

A child is born.
negative:

subject phrase

Kaore he tamaiti

Mo child is barn
new action future:

action phrase

Ka whanau

A child will be born.
negertive;

subject phrase

Kaore he tameaiti
Mo child will be botn.

action phrase
kia ta.

subyject phrase
he tamaiti.

action phrase
i whanau.

subject phrase
he tamaiti.

crction phrerse
e whanau.

subject phrase
he tamaiti.

action phrase
¢ whanau.

Exiending Negatlive Sentences with an Object Phrase

The ohject phrase rercrins in the last position in negetive action sentences:
cction phrase
e whangai

Kdore + subject pluase object phrose

Kaore a Papa
Dad will not feed this cal.

i lenei ngeru.
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Kaore + subject phrose action phrase object phrase

Kaore 1@ matou ngeru ite totori bei b Jead.
Cur cat is not waiting for his tea.

Questions

Any action sentence can be lumed into a question by the wey it is asked, or by
the addition of a question mark when wriling:

EXAMPLES

Kei te haere mai a Hata.
Harta is coming.

Kei te haere mai a Hala?
Is Hata coming?

Ruestions about the Action

We ask ‘what is the subject doing? with the interrogative (gueslion asking)
ciction verb daha in the first phrase. The question is answered by replacing aha
with another action verb.

EXAMPLES
Kei te aha a Hera?
Whert is Herct cloing?

Kei te moe ia.
She is sleening.

I cihex erd teornorikd?
Whoert did those children co?

I terhitahi nga tamariki i te papa.
The children swept the floor.

Asking Who Performs the Action
We ask 'who performs the action? with the definite question phrase ko wai?/ko
werl ma?
The phrase order is:
guestion phrase + action phrase [+ object phrase]
The question is answered by 1eplacing wed with the informertion recquired.
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Aclion sentances

EXAMPLES

question: guestion phrase cction phiase
Ko wal kei te moe?
Who is sleeping?

answer. subject phrase action phrase
Koia kel te moe.
She is slesping.

question: cuestion phrase action phrase
Ko wal ma i te totohe?
Who were arguing?

answer. subject phrase action phrase

Ko ngéa 1opu e rud i te totohe.
The two groups were crguing.

Questions that ask ‘Which?' or ‘What?’
We ask these cuestions with t8hea/8hea? or ko te/nga aha? in the first phrase,

and answer them by replacing téhea/8hea oand ko te/ngd aha with the
informecrtion required.

EXAMPLES
guestion phrase action phrase
question: Ko tehea lkua whalktapaitia?
Which has been fixed?
answer Ko téra.
Thort one
question: Ko ehea & haere ana?
Which ones cue going?
answer. Ko nga mea e ti ana.
The ones standing up.
gquestion: Ko te aha kei te tukituki ki te wini?
Whert is banging ageainst the window?
answer, Ko te manga kei te tukituki ki te wini.
It's the branch bonging cageadnst the window.
Negative Questions

Any negative action sentence can be tumed into a question by the wery it is
asked, or by the addition of a question mark when writing:

54
T



Action santences

EXAMPLES

Kaore a Hata i te haere mer.
Hata is not coming.

Kaore a Hata i te haere moi?
Isn't Herta coming?

Negative Questions about the Subject

Gluestions are asked with wai, {éhea/ghea or ko te/ngd aha in a phrase which
comnsists of:

question phrase + negeortive acltion phrose

Gluestions are cmswered by replacing with a subject.

EXAMPLES

gueslion plrase kaore + action phrase

guestion; Ko wai kdore i te haere mai?
Who is not coming?

answer. Ko Riki kaore i te haere me.
Riki is not coming.

question: Ko ehea kaore i te haere mai?
Which cnes are not coming?

answer. Ko ng& mea nei.

These anes

Passive voice

Passive Aclion Verbs

B Passive verbs describe an aclion that happens to the subject, or is done to the
sulject.

B Action verbs are made passive by adding o passive ending to them.

Choosing the Right Passive Ending

Each action wverk hors ils own porticulon [;:ussivé ending, which dictionarics
us_ually give after the verb. For example, most two syllable veris which end
with em e take the passive ending a.

kite (—a) see; ind; discover



Action sentancas

Kite is the active form of this verb. Its passive form is:

kitea e seen; be found; be discoverad

Verbs which Change Form in the Passive
1 A few verbs lengthen their first vowel in the passive.

EXAMPLES
active tikei felch
passive tikino e [elched
active whai chase, lollow
passive whaia e chased, be [ollowed
active wawahi breck
passive wahia be broken

2 Verbs which repeat syllables drop the repetition in the passive, and in some
cases lengthen their vowel:

active tortari wctt

passive taria ke waited lor
active titiro look. consider
passive tirchia e locked at. be considered
active pupuri hold

passive  puritia be held
active plipuhi shoot

peissive piihic be shot
active papaki slap

passive pakia e slapped
active roromi squeeze
passive romia be squeezad
active tuhituhi write

passive tuhia be written
actlive wawahi break
passive wahia be broken

Mote: while each verb appears in dictionaries with its traditional passive ending:
speakers In some creds hoave developed a preference for a particular
ending. For example. among mony Ngati Porou. the ending -ngia is
preferred in conversation.



AChHon tenlancos

Passive action sentences

B Passive action sentences descrilbe an action which is done, or happens, 1o us.

B Possive aclion sentences open with the some action particles which open
action sentences.

B Baosic passive gction sentenceas consist of a verb phrase + a noun phrase:

passive action phase + subject phrase

First (passive action) Phrase

The first phrase apens with an action penticle which tells us the tense of the
sentence. The phrase consists of:

action porticle + passive aclion verb

Second (subject) Phrase

The subject phrase tells us whet happens to the subject. The phrase may be
singulcr or plural, emd consists of:

I a+ personal name or place neme;

2 pronoun;

J definitive + noun;

4 tclass definitive;

5 he + noun.

EXAMPLES
We will use the following passive action verbs:

wele sl [ree; unlis

Jpcissive: welekia be set free; be untied
inu drink

passive: inumia be drnunk
archa love: leel sympathy with

passive: archaina 22 loved: be cared for

; leimni seek; look for

passive: kimihia ke sought: be looked for
eai eat

passive: kainga ke ecten
panui recid out

passive: panuitia be recc] out
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Aclion sentences

verb phrase subject phrase

present continuous:
Kei te wetekia a Rewdl.
Rewi is being untied.

past continuous:

I te panuitia te kupu.

The message was being read out.
continuous:

E kimihicr e he tikemga.

A plan is being soucht.
A ploem was being sought

st
I kainga nga kina katoa.
All the kina were saten,

perfect:
Kua inumia a tatou waireka.

Our soft drinks herve been drunk.

noew action:
Ka archaina te iwi.
The people were ccred for.
The people are cared for.
The people will be cared for.

Extending passive action
sentences with an agent phrase

We com extend passive action sentences with a phrase which tells us who or
what performed the action.
For excmple. this sentence simply tells us what happened to the birc:

I hopukia ténei manu.
This bird was cought.

By adding cm agent phrase, we find out who or what did the catching:
passive aclion phrase subject phrase agent phrase

1 hopukia ténei manu e te ngeru.
This hird weas cenugtht by the cerd.
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Agent Phrase

Agent phrases in passive action sentences are intreduced by the agent ponticle
e. E introduces a singular or plural phrase which consists of either

I e+ personal noame;

2 e+ pronoun;

3 e + definitive + noun:

4 e + tclass definitive.

EXAMPLES

While the passive veice is commonly used in Maorl, we can choose to tromslate it
into the aclive voice. For example:

Ka patua ia e te tamaiti rahd.

passive lranslation:  He was hit by the big boy.
active translation: The big oy hit him.

verb phrase subject phrase agent phrase
Jresent continuous:
Kei te welekia a Rewi e tena hoa.,
Rewi is being untied by his {riend.
past continuous:
I te panuitia te kupu e te kaiwhakahaere.
The message was being read out by the organiser.
continuous;
E kimihia ana he tikemga e nga apiha.
A plan is/was being sought by the officials.
past:
I kainga ngir kina katoa e ratou.
All the kina were ecten by them.
perfect:
Kua inurmic a latou wairekg e ngd pakeke,
Our soll drinks have been drunk by the adulis.
new action:
Ka arochaina te iwi e Te Atuc.

The people were/cre/will be cared for by God.
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Negative passive action sentences

B Basic negalive passive action sentences consist of two phrases:

k&ore + subject phrase + passive action phiase

EXAMPLES
Kaore + subject phrase passive action phrase agent phrase
Kaore a Rewi i te whaia,

Rewl is not/was not being chased.

Kaore a Rewi i te whaia e ratou.
Rewl 15/ was not being chased by them.

Kaore raua i whaia e Rewi.
They were not chasad by Rewi.

Kaore ia i te kimihia e ona hoa.
His friencls cren't /weren't looking for him

Kaore and gua nanakia leicr whinct,
Those rascals have not yel been punished.

Kdore ténei e tukua kia haere 2 ia,
She won't let this one go.

Changing the Order of the Phrases

When we womt o specicd emphasis on the passive action phrase, it com follow
kaore in the first phrase: ;

kaore + passive action plucse subject phrase
Kaore and kia kitea te kotiro iti.
The little girl has not yet been found.

When such a sentence also has an agent phrase, it con come either:
I after the action phrase (especially if the agent phrase is very shorf):

cction phrase agent phrass subject phrase
K&ore and kia kitea eia tana tam&hine.
He has not yet found his doaughter.

2 cfter the subject phrase:

action phrase subject phrase agent phrase
Kaore ano kia kitea te kotiro e nga kaikimi.
The girl has not yet been found by the searchers.
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Direction and location indicators

Direction Indicators

An action con heve one of four basic directions in relation to the subject of a
verh sentfence:

towcmds, cowery, up, down

These dieclions cue expressed with direction indiccdors which are attached to
the verb in any type of verb senlence:

mai lowards the subject or the specker /writer
atu away {rom the subject or the speaker /writer
ake up from the subject or the speaker/wriler
iho down from the subject or the speaker /fwriler

The direction indicotors express one of two relalionships:
1 the relationship in space between the subject of cm active sentence and the

object.

crction phrose subject phrass object phrase
Ka titiro ake a Rona ki te maramed.
Rona looked up at the moon.

Ko titiro iho te maramec ki a1 Roner.
The meon looked down ot Rona

2 The relationship between the speciker or writer ancl the person or people

he/she is speaking lo.
In the following sentence mai tells us lhal lhe speaker or wiiler - who is not
mentioned - is in Christchurch:

Ka tae mai r&ua ki Otautahi.
They arrived (here where [ am) in Christchurch.

Atu tells us that the spedker/writer is not in Christchurch:

Ka tae atu réua ki Otautahi.
They arrived (there) in Christchurch.

In the following commands the direclion indicators express the relationship
between the unnoamed specker and whoever he or she is speaking to:

Haere mai, tamarild ma!
Come here. children!

Oma atu, tamariki méa!
Run crwery, children!
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Whakarongo md!
Listen (here)!

Whakarongo atu!
Listen (out for something)!

EXAMPLES
1 mai ({indicates direction towards the spealker or writer)
B Direction peoticles coe not always expressed in English tremslation.

Titiro mai, whakarongo mai, kdrero mail
Look, listen, and speak!

Tama ngdkau méarie - archaing med.
Son with o heart of pedce - have compassion on us.

Me korero mad and koe,
You'd better speak to me agein.

Karemga mai, karemga moai, karemgo mer!
Call me, call me, coll me!

Kua tae mai a Hone.
Hone has corived.

I rere mai te kapuke.
The ship sailed here.

Ka puta ma te Ao Marama.
The world of light came forth.

2 atu (indicates direction away from speaker or writer)

Haere atu!
Go awery!

I te ono keraka, kua tae atu rétou ki Omihi.
By six o'clock they had got to Omihi.

E oma atu cna & g tamariki hoha,
Our exasperating children are running crwary.

Note: atu is used with verbs which mean ‘felch’ or ‘bring’ when the idea
expressed is 'go cnd get”:

Tikina atu 15 papal
Felch your fatherl
o and get your father!
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3 ake (indicales direction upward from specaker or writer)

I piki ake 16 matou ropl ki te tihi o Taranaki maunga.
Owur group cimbed up to the summit of Mt Taranaki.

E titiro ake ana au.
I wais looking up.

4 ijho (indicates direction downward)

Peke iho!
Jump downl

Kuea tau iho te katuku.
The white heron has lemded.

Ataahua hoki te ticho iho o nga wheti!
How lovely the slcas cre shining down!

Direction Indicators in the Continuous Tense
When we use direction indicators in an e + verb + ana phrase, they come before
lwigle

Aué! E haere tonu mai cma te ptiru!
Oh! The bull is skl comingl

E oma atu cna ngd tamariki.
The chilclren coe ranning awcry.

When the Verb has another Adverb Attached
The direction indicators follow tonu, k&, cnd rawa

Tae tonu mal te ope ki konei, ka eke ki te marae.
As goon as the party got here, they went onto the marae.

Tu k& atu t8ra maunga.
That mountain stands apart.

Whanau rawa ma te tamerti.
At last the child was bom.

The direction indicators are placed before and and hoki:

Korero mai ano, € Rewi,
Tell me agan, Rewl.

Ka rere itho te ttwaiwaka, rere iho hoki tana hoda.
The fomitcril flew down, and so did her merte.
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Expressing Implicit Relationships

The direction indicotor ma com express relationships which herve no English
equivclent. If we coe thinking about someone or something distcnt in space or
lirne, owr sense of relationship across the distcnce is expressed wilh mai:

E noho mai ana taGku tamahine i El'tr.tutulﬂ.
My doaghter is living in Christchurch,

Ka ti mai Aorangi, te tipuna meunga o Waitaha,
There stands Aorangi (Mt Cook), the ancestral mountain of the Waitaha

people.

Ténd kroutou e noho mai na i Poncke!
Greetings to you living in Wellingrton!

Direction and location phrases

Extending Verb Sentences with Direction Phrases

Direction phrases express from’ and to'
Direction phrases are introduced by the panticles i or Ki.

i = from. indicates direction away
Id = to. inclicates direction towemrds

Direclion phrases rcy be singnular or plural and consist of either:
I'iork + a + personcl ncme,
2 iorki + place name or location noun;
Jiorki+ a+ pronoun;
4 iork + definilive + noun;
S iork + class deflinilive.

EXAMPLES

Kei te whakatika te ope | Helhel.
The party is setting out from Heihel.

Tangohia i te tépu!
Take it off the tabla!

Kua wehe ratou i te 1opu matua.
They have separated from the parent organiscition.

Kaua e mauria &1& poaka ki te kdinga!
Don't bring that pig home!

Kua haere mai o Pita { Ocmoma,
Piter hers come from Qomeoma
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I tahaetia te patu pounamu i te whare taonga.
The greenstone patu was stolen from the museum.

I te oma atu te hoiho i a Maalka.
The horse was running awery from Meacaka

I whaia ia i toma héiho ki te awa.
He chased his horse to the river

Rere atu i reiral
Geat out of there!

Kawea atu ahau ki 16 tumuald!
Teike me to your leadet!

Me haere tatou ki tua o ténei maunga.
We've gol lo go over this mountain.

Haere mai ki t6 Koro, e Wil
Come here to your Grandad, Wi.

Ka hoe te waka ki uta.
The canoe paddled ashore.

I ahu te ara ki te rerenga med o te 1&.
The path pointed towards the rising sun.

E tata ana rdua ki Tamakimakaurau,
They were approcching Auckland.

Ea rere atu tana tama ki a Maui.
IMcrui's son rushed off to him.

I kawea mdtou e Ruku ki te tGone.
Ruku took us to town

Tikina he wal i te agwal
Get some water f1om the riverl

Note: direclion phrasss are normally in last place, as in the senlences above,
but the sentence may contain more than one direction phrase:

direction phrase direction phucse
Ka haria ki t&lahi fohunga te pounamu e tGhaetia i te whare nui.
The greenstone which was stolen from the meeting house was taken to a
tohunga
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Location phrases express ‘at’, ‘in’, or by’ Location phrases are introduced by the
particle i,

EXAMPLES

E tu ana matou i te roto.
We were stcmding by the lake.

I tartarri te ope i te teihana.
The group werited ot the sterdion

Het kiteat icr @ Hone i nga toa.
Hone scrw him ot the shops
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Command
sentences

B Commecmd sentences come always addressed to 'you'. They order you to do
sornething.

B Commond senlences are made with aclion verbs.
B Bosic command sentences consist of two phicses:

command phrase + subject phrase

Active and Passive Voice Commands
There are two kinds of commeomeds, emd most action verbs com be used in both;
1 commamcls which tell you to perform an actiorn:

Stopl
=l
Srniled

These commands are made with the active iorm of an action verb.
2 commancis which tell you to do something to someone or something else:

Feed the baby!
Turn on the light!
Shut the doon!

These commeomds are made with the passive form of em action verh,

Choosing Active or Passive Commands

The choice depends on whal we want to say. For example we can tell sormeone
to ‘Eal up’ meaning simply ‘'get on with it'. We cre not interested in what they are
eating, but with an action. This is expressed as cn active voice command:

E kai!
Ecrt!
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We can also tell them what to eat, for exampls 'Eat yowr breakiasl’ We coe
interested here with whet the action of 'sating’ is periormed on. This is expressecd
Cis a1 passive volce command:

Kainga t6 parakuihi!
Eat your breckfast!

Verbs which Introduce their Object with ki

These verbs coe most often used in active commmemds, but sometimes cre found
in passive voice cormmands.
When the emphasis is on the movement, or action, we choose the active voice:

Titiro ki te maungal
Look ot the mountcin.

When the emphesis is on the goal of the action, we choose the passive voice:

Tirohia te maunga!
Look at the mountcin!

Verbs which Describe Movement

Verbs which describe movement in ordinary circumnstances moke their
commemds in the cctive voice, tor example when we tell someone to:

nn
G0 CrweTy
Cormne
enter
lecne

sit

slond

liz down

Active voice command sentences

B Active voice cornmemdls tell you to perform on action. The sentence consists
of:

commemc phrase + subject phrase

B The subject phrase, which is always “you’ (singular, dual, or plural), is usually
nat expressed.

Command Phrase

Mote: whether or not the command phrase cpens with the verb particle e
depends on how many syliables the verb has. For how to count the
syllables of verbs, see page 71,
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1 when the verb has iwo syllables
The commond pluase opens wilh the particle e if the active verb which follows it
consisls of two syllables. The command phrase consists of:

e + action verb

EXAMPLES
commcmcl phrase subject phrose

E oma [koe, korua, koutou!]
Runl

E ta!
Stand!

E nohol
Sitl

E tangi!
Cry!

E kata!
Leugh!

E moe!
Sleep

E coal
Wake up!

2 two-syllable verb + direction indicafor

When a two-syllable verb is followed by mali, atu, ake, or itho, verb + direction
indicator iorm one unit, and the phrase does not open with e. The phrase consisis
of:

cictive verb + direction indicator

EXAMPLES

Oma atu!
Run awery!

Noho iho!
Sit downl

T ake!
Stemd upd

Moe mui!
Sleep! [mad mecms as I werich, or think of you)
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Command sentences

3 verbs of three syllables or more
When the action verb has more them two syllables, the commeond phaase does
not apen with the particle e. The phuase consists of:

ciction verb alone

EXAMPLES

Haere!
Go!

Whakarongo!
Listen!

Titiro med!
Look at me!
Look here!

Kérero atu!
Speck outl

Waterted
Sing!

Adding More Phrases
The addition of further phirases does not affect the commeomnd phrase.

EXAMPLES

Terteri i te kéti!
Wit ot the gartel

E omear ki a Whata!
Run to Whalal

Titiro ki te papatuhituhil
Look at the blackbocrd!

Haere atu i konei!
o away from here!

Haere mai ki to tipuna whare!
Welcome (come) to your ancestral house!

Kuhu mai ki roto!
Come inside!
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Moho mai 1 te kiaha!
Sit down here by the door!

E fii i runga i te taru!
Stemd on the cheirl

Syllables

We need to know how to count syllables in order to decide whether ¢n action

verb is introduced by the calling particle e in cn active voice direct commeand.
Maor syllables consist of:

] consoncmnt + cne vowel;

2 vowel alone.

Long Vowels
Both a macron over a vowel and o double vowel indiccrte a long vowel
a or aa long a
= ae long e
i i long i
& oo leng o
a uu lengu

Note: as only one vowel can occupy cny syllable, long vowels are two
syllables. For example, ta or tuu, ‘stand’. is a two syllable word:

first syllable second syllable
tu u

Examples of Syllable Length

te 1 syllable the (singular)
nga nga/a 2 syllables the (plural)
haere ha/e/re 3 syllables ao

korero ko/o/1e/T0 4 syllables talk
waenganui wa/e/nga,/nu/i 5 syllables cmong
apopo a/a/po/o/po/o & syllables tomorrow

Negative active voice commands

B The word that makes command sentences negative is kaua, ‘do not’.
B MNegative cctive voice commemds open with the verb particle e.
B Basic negative command sentences consist of two phrases:

kaua [+ subject phrase] + e + command phrase
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First (subject) Phrase

The firsl phrase opens with kaua, which has the same form in both singuler cnd
plural sentences. The subject of the commoand is “you' - singrular, ducd, or plural -
but it is usually not expressed. The phrase consists of:

kaua [+ koe, kérua, koutou]

Second (command) Phrase -

The command phrase opens with the poaticle e, regoardless of the length of the
cction verb. The pluase consisls ol:

e + action verb in the active voice [+ lwlher plucses]

EXAMPLES
kaua [+ subject phrase] command phrase direction or
location phrase
Koua [koe /karua/koutou] e omeal
Don't nand
Kaua e tal
Do nol slandl
Kaua e oma atu!
Dont man crway!
Kaua e ncho iho!
Do not sit downd
Kaua e haere!
Don't gol
Houa & whakarongo ki aial
Do not lislen to him!
Koo & titiro moen!
Don't look ot mel
Don't look herel
Kaua e titiro ake!
Don'l look up
Kaua e waialal
Do not sing!
Kaua e tatari ite kéti!

Do not waidt at the gate!
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kaua [+ subject phrase] command phrase direction or
location phrase

Kaua ¢ oma ki @ Whata!
Do not run to Whartcd

Kaua & haere atu i konei!
Do not lecrve herel

Keruea e kuhu med ki rotol
Den't eome insicls!

Koua et i unga i téra taru!
Don't stema on therd chdr

Passive voice commands

B Passive voice commnands lell you to do somelhing to something or someone
else,

B Bosic passive comunand senlences consist of

commeand phrase + subject phrase

First (command) Phrase
This consists of a passive verb on its own.

S_Ubj_ecr Phrase

The subject phrase may be singulcr or plurcl. cndd consists of either:
1 a + parsonal name or place nome:

2 pronoun:

3 definitive + noun:

4 class definitive:

5 he + noun

When it is clecrr fram the conversation or story, the subjectl pluase is olten left out.

73



Command senigncos

EXAMPLES
command phrase subject phrase
Tiakina a Reremocmec!

Look after Reremoanct

Awhinatia ratou!

Help them!

Horoia ng& kanohi o nga& tamariki nohinechi!
Wash the little children's faces!

Whakapcitica nga moengal

Malke the beds!

Tahia te aral

Sweep the path.

Kei hea & hu? Kimihia!
Where are your shoes? Look for them!

Haria eneil
Cuarry hess!
Mauria atu &1a okal

Tetke those knives crworyt

Aug, he plingGwerewere nui! Patua!
Oh dear, a big spider! Kill it!

Tirchia!

Look ot it

Tikina he wai!
Fetch some worter!

Adding Further Phrases

Further phrases are in the last position:

commoeand phrase subject phrase direction/location phrase

Tukua ki te nupepal
Send [it] to the paper!

Herea nga kuri i waho!
Tie the dogs up outside!
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Hocortu te tuna I te pEke!
Put the eel in the scckl

Note: hoatu ‘give’, ‘put’ (crwery from the specker/writer) emd homai ‘give’ ‘put’
(towaurds the speaker/writer) keep the some form in both the active and
passive voice,

Negative passive voice
commands

B The word that makes commeand sentences negative is kaua, ‘do not’.

B The verh particle in negeotive commeand sentences is e.
B Basic negeative commemd sentences consist of two phrases:

kaua + subject pluase + e + comunond plocse

First (subject) Phrase

The first phrase opens with keua. which has the same form in both singular cnd
plural sentences. The phrase consists of either:

1 kerua + a + personcl name ot place name:

2 kaua + pronoun;

3 kaua + definitive + noun;

4 kaua + tcloss definitive;

5 kaua + he + noun.

Second (command) Phrase
The command phrase opens with the peaticle e. The phrase consists of:
e + cction verb in the passive voice [+ further phrases]
EXAMPLES
kaua + subject phrase  command phrase direction/location phrase

Kaua a Reremoand & kohetetial
Don't tell off Reremocmnct

Kaua ratou ¢ gwhinatia!
Don't help them!

Kaua aqua pukapuka e mauria atu!
Den't take those books awery!



Command tantancat

kerua + subject phrase command phrase direction/location phrase

Keua e petual
Don't kill it

Kaua ngé kuri e herea i wahe!
Dol lie the dogs up outsidle!

Kaua 10 reta e tukua ki te nupepal
Don't send your letter to the newspapstl

Note: to emphasise the commemed phrase, we can pul il in the lirst position:

kaua + command phidgss subject phrase
Kaua e kohetetia d Reremodanda,
Kaua e awhinatia ratou.

Kaua e mauria atu aua pukapuka,
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~ State sentences

B State sentences describe the stale which the subject of a sentence is in.
By ‘state’ we mecmn:
1 the resull of some previous action or situation, as in:

The window is broken [lbecause he threw a stone at it).
The grass is green [beccruse it has been watered).

2 the quality of an action undertaken by the subject, as in:

Those girls sang well,
We worked hendl,

B State sentences open with verb perticles which tell us whether the situction
came about in the present, past, or future

Basic sterte sentences consist of a stadive verb phrase plus a noun phrase:
sterte phrase + subject pluase

B For stative verbs see pages 82-84,

First (state) Phrase

The first phrase opens with a verb particle which tells us what tense the sentence
can be. While all the verb particles we use for action sentences can be used in
starte sentences, the two thert cre used most often are kua cnd ka:

kua tells us some state has corme into being:

Kua mauiui koe.
You aoe sick (that 15, have become sick).

ka describes the situation of the subject as a fact, in present, past, or future tense:

Ka maouiui koe.
You were sick,
You care sick,
You will be sick.
77



State senloncas

The phrase consists of:

verb particle + stative vetb

Second (subject) Phrase

The subject phrase lells us who or whot is in the stoate described. The second
phrase may be singular or plural, and consisls of either:

! a + personal name or place name;

2 pronoun;

J definitive + noun;

4 tclass definitive;

5 he + noun.

EXAMPLES

1 State sentences which describe the physical or mental condition or situation
of the subject of the sentence as « result of some previous event,

state phrase subject phrase

I pouri cf Hinemoc.
Hinermoa was unhappy.

Ka ngenge ahou.

[ am tired.

Kua pakaru te wini.

The window is broken.

E mate ana ténei.

This one is sick.

Ka mate he toq,

ka whanou ano he toa. (he whakeatauki)

A champion dies, cmother is born. (o proverb)

2 State sentences which describe the quality of some action we do.
I this kind of sentence, the subjecl consists of:

delinitive + action verb used as g noun

state phrase subject phrase
Kuag kaha ta matou mahi.
We have worked hard.

Ka kino 16 mahi.

You are doing wrong.
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Kei te he rawa atu tana korero.
What he says is completely nmustaken.

Ka pai te waiata a aua kotiro.

Those girls scmgy well

Kua oti te mahi a te répu mahi talepa.

The fencing gang has finished its work

Ka pai te mahi, tamariki mal

Well done, childrenl

Kua tino taumaha te rarurary,
The preblem has become very serious,

slale sentancet

Extending state senfences with an

agent phrase

Unless otherwise stated, we assume that the person or pecple in the converscrtion

or story are the ones whose action broughl aboul the siate the sentence

clescribes,

EXAMPLE

I tetahi ata, ka haere atu a Pita ki te whare waka, @, ka timata ki te
whakeapiata i tona waka, Ka mutu te mahi, ka haere ia ki te tiki atu i tana
hoca wehine.

One moming Pita went out to the garage to clean his car. When he had
finishedl, he went ta get his wife

When the definitive in the subject phrase is a possessive pronoun, we also
assume theat the person or people it refers to are the anes whase action brought

cibhout the sterde:
state pluase suibject phrose
Ka mutu ta tatou mahi Gpopo.

Our work will be finished tomorow.
We will finish ow work tomorrow.

Kua oti ta ratou peita.
Their painting is finished.
They have finished the painting.

But when someone or something else is responsikle for the state the subject is
in, we indiccte this in cn agent phrase.
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Agent Phrase

A stative agent phuase opens with the parlicle i and consists of either:
! {1 + g+ personal name;

2 1 + definifive + noun;

J 1+ tcloss definitive.

The particle i can be tramslated as:

by, with. from. because of. through

EXAMPLES
state phrase subject phrase agent phrase
Ka tino pduri te wahine ia Te Maru.

The worncn is very sad beccruse of Te Meoru,

Eua mate taku rakou panana i te mealkermriri.
My bonona tree died of the cold.

Ka mutu te rerhi i te kéwemartanga.
The work was stopped by the govemment.

E morte cma ia i te aroha.
She is dying of love.

Kua ora a Hemi i tér& rongoa.
Hemi has got well through that medicine.

Kua kalkariki te karache i te nui o te ua.
The grass is green from all the rain.,

Ka hoha ia i a ratou.

she's fed up with them.

Kua whati tana waewae i témer takahonger.

His leg was broken by his fall.

Questions

Any state sentence can be twrned into a question by the way it is asked. or by
adding a cuestion mcnk to the sentence when wnting:

Kei te ngenge koe?
Are you tired?

I pakaru te wini i te hea?
Did the wind break the window?
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Siale senlencas

Questions about the Subject

In answer to the questions 'Who?, ‘'What? or ‘'Which?, we often use the subject
phrase only:

question phrase state phrase
question: Ko wod kei te mouiui?
Whao is sick?

subject phrase
CIsSwer. Ko ia.
He is.

question phrase state phrase
cquestion: Ko téhea te mahi kua oti?
Which is the weork which has been completed?

subject phrase

answer. Ko ténei,
This s,

Negative state sentences

B Slate sentences make thelr negative with k&ore in the same way as action
sentences.

B EBasic negative state sentences consist of two phrases:

kaore + subject phrase + state phrase

First (subject) Phrase

This first pluase opens with k@ore, may be singular or plural, and consists of
gither:

1 a + personal ncme o place name:

2 pronoun;

3 definitive + noun;

4 tclass definitive:

5 he + noun.

Second (state) Phrase
The stete phrase opens with a verb particle.
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State contences

EXAMPLES

kaore + subject phrase state phrase
Kaore au € ngenge.

[ am not tired.

Kaore te wini kia pakemru.

The window has not been broken.

Haore a Hinemoco i pourd.
Hinemoa was not unhappy.

Kaore ténei & metle cnc.
This one is not sick.

Kaore and taku rakaou kia mate
My lree has not died of cold.

Kaore te wahine & tino pduri

agent phrase

i te malariri.

ia Te Maru.

The woman is not very sad because of Te Marnu,

Kaore te mahi i mutu

The work was not stopped by the govemment.

i te kawanatange.

Stative verbs

Stative’ is cm umbrella term for cny word which con be used in o verb sentence
to describe a state, situction. condition. quality, or appecrance. The two broad
groups of words which can be used as statives beharve in separeate wearys in other

situations.

I Result Statives

Resull statives do not describe an agction, but the situcrtion which has come about
as the result of an action. For excmple, if a window is broken. it is beccnse
something has happened to it. We express the result in a sterte senlence:

Result statives cre used in two Kinds of sentence:

state phrase subject phrase
Kua pakaru te wini,
The window is broken.

1 as a verb in stative sentences:
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Stale sentancot

2 as an adjective following a noun in any noun phrase:

Tiakina te tangata whara!
See to the injured person!

Note: this is rarely found in older Maori, and some speakers might express the
cbove sentence as:

Tiakina te tengata kua whara!

2 Adjectival Statives
The lorgest class of statives are those we use as adjectives, [or example:

pai good
kino bad

roc long
kakariki green
werc hot
molecmird cold
alaahua pecnutiful
weriweri horrible

As adjectives this group of slatives describe o state or cuality which exists
permamnently or ncturally. This is expressed in a He-sentence. For example, grass
is naturally green, so we say:

He kakariki te karaihe.
Grass is green.

There are songs which we think cre nice. 50 we sy

He waiata pai tera.
Thert's a nice song.

Adjectival statives can also be usaed in stative sentences. As result statives this
group describes:
1 A state which is the result of something else that has happened.

For example, a particulcr patch of grass might be green because we've been
wettering it, so we say:

Ko kakarili te karaihe.
The grass is green.

2 The qudlity of an action undertaken by the subject.
For example, the following sentence is a comment on the singing. not on the
song:

Ka pdi te waiata a ng& kéotiro.
The girls sing nicely.
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Slale sanlences

Translating Statives into English

Stetives herve one form only - they do not have passive endings. But if we are
giving their meeming in English, we use part of the English verb 'to be’. for

example:
mahue be left behind, abondoned
ngaro be lost
mate ke sick, troubled, dead
méauiui ke sick
ora be well, alive, safe
palkaru be broken
whara ke wounded, hurt
motu be cut, severed, separated
mutu be ended, stopped
whati ke broken. snapped

State sentences mary be translated into English with an action verb, especially
where the subject contains a possessive pronoun. The possessive pronoun implies
thert the subject is the person or people carrying out the cction which produces

the ‘starte’:

state sentence:

passive ranslation:

active translalion:

state sentence:

passive ranslation;

achive tramsiation:

state sentence:

possive tramslartion:

cctive tremslertion:

stale sentence:

passive translation:

active transiation:

Ad

Ka mutu ta tatou mahi apopo.

Cnar work will be finished tomaorrow.
We will finish our work tomorrow.

Kua ngaro taku pene.

My pen is losl
Ive lost my pen.

Kua whati toku waewae.

My leg is broken.
I've broken my leg.

Ka mutu ta tatou mahi.

Our work is finished.
We've finished our wark.



N-Class possession
sentences

B N-class possession sentences talk about belonging and owning. They tell us:

1 Who we belong to in the sense of our place in our family, hapu, tribe. race,
community or country.

This is expressed in o-category phrases.

2 Our status in personal relationships.
This is expressed in o- or g-category phrases according lo whelher we are the
senior or junior pariner.

3 Who is the owner of any property.
This is expressed in o or a-categery phrases according to the nature of the
thing we owr.

B For o cnd a cotegories see pages 101-116.

B N-class possession sentences are in the present or past tense.

B Neclass possession senfences open with an n-class possessive particle or
pronoun.

B For n-class possessive parlicles cand pronouns see pages 90-91.

First (information) Phrase

The tirst phrase tells us whaot group or place somecne elongs to. or who owns
something. It consists of either:

! n-class possessive particle + parsondal noame;

2 n-closs possessive particle + definitive + noun:

3 n-class possessive particle + kcloss definitive;

4 n-class possessive pronoun.

Second (subject) Phrase

The second phrase tells us who belongs to the group or place expressed in the
first phrase, or whet they own, and can consist of either:
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MN-Clatss postaifion santences

! a + personal name;
2 pronoun;

3 definitive + noun;

4 tclass definitive.

EXAMPLES
1 o-category n-class sentences which express the identity of a group:
possessor phrase possassion phrase

Mo Ngati Awa o Mo,
Meou belongs to Ngodi Awa

Mo te iwi whanui te whore nui, a Matactua.
The meeting house Matactua belongs to the whale tribe.

No r&tou ténei poupou.
This house-post belongs to them.

Nona &nei tipuna.
These ancestors cee his/hers.

2 o-category n-class sentences which express the place, area, or country we
identify with as our home or cultural erigin,

possessor phrose possession phrase

No Opatiki réaua.
They are from Opotiki.

No Hawiki tatou kertoar (he whakateukd.
We are dll from Hawuaiki (a proverb).

MNo Ahitereiria te iwi Koori.
The Aboriginal people kelong to Ausbralia,

No Ahia pea te ritenga Maori.
Maori culture may have originated in Asia.

3 o- or a-category n-class sentences which express our status in personal
relationships.

possesssor phrase possession phrase

Wo Paikea ia.
He is descended from Paikea.

Na Hata era tamariki.
Those childien coe Heda's
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N-Clozs possastion senlances

4 o- or a-category n-class sentences which express ownership of property.
possessor phrcrse possession phrase

Naku te wati ned.
This wctlch is mine.

No Tamati te paihikara.
The bike belongs to Tamati.

Na ng& tamariki o te Kohanga Reo éra pukapuka pikitia.
Those picture books belong to the Kohanga Reo children.

No méatou ténei wheme.
This house belongs to us.

Questions

Any n-class sentence can be turned into a question by the way it is asked, or by
the addition of a question meork when writing:

Nau éna?
Are they yours?

HNo Pani tenei whare?
Is this house Pomi's?

Asking Who Someone or Something Belongs To
We ask this question with the phrase no/na wai? in the information phrase.

singular:  No/na wei?
Whose is? Whose was?

plurcd: No/na wa ma?
Whose are? Whose were?

Questions cre cnswered by replacing wal in the first phrase with the
informerion recpuired

EXAMPLES
B In conversation, questions coe usually cnswered in one phrase:

question phrase subject phrase
question: No wa tenei tamaiti?
Who does this child belong to?
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N-Class possession sanfences

aTswer:

question:

answer.

question:

amswer.

guestion:

amsWers:

gueshion:

canswear,

question:

answer:

Asking Where éﬁr_neune_l_s_trom. or Belo_rig_s To

guestion phrase subject phrase

No Ngati Whetua fa.

He belongs to Ngoti Whorbhae,

Na wai énd kotiro mohia?
Whose are those clever girls?

Wa Hata roua ko Pani.
They're Hata's and Pani's.

Mo wa te waka whero?
Who does the red car belong to?

Mo Peti toua waka whero.
That red car belongs to Peti.

Mo wed nga walkta whero?
Who owns the red coas?

MNena.
She does.

No toku tuahine nga waka whero.
The red ccos belong to my sister.

Mo wai ma enei hii?
Who do lhese shoes belong lo?

Mo ngé& tangata i rote i te whare nui,
They belong to the people in the meeting house.

MNa wai énei taputapu katoa?
Whose is dll this gear?

Na o tatou manuhiri pea?
Perhaps it's our visitors?

We ask this question with the phrase Ne hea? in the informertion phrase.
No hea has the same form in both singular and plural sentences.

cuestions are answered by replacing hea In the information phrase with the
information required.
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N-Class possassion sanfonces

EXAMPLES
question phrerse subject phrase
No hea koe?
Mo Mawhera ahem,
Where coe you from? I'm from Greymouth.
Mo hea a Hemi?
No téra motu ia.

Where's Hemi from? He's from thert other islemd

Negative N-class possession
sentences

B The word that makes n<class possession sentences negative is ehara, mnot'.
Ehara opens the {irsl phiase.

B Negative n-class possession sentences are present or past tense.
B We have a choice of two negative sentence patterns.

! We can make cny difirmative n-class possession sentence negative by
placing the negative word ehera in front of it

EXAMPLES
affinnative: Mo Paikea a Warihi,
Warihi is a descendanit of Paikea,
negative: Ehara no Paikea a Warihi,
Werihi is not a descendant of Padked,
affimmative: Na téku hoa Pakcha enei tamoriki.
These children belong to my Pakeha friend.
negative: Ehara na t8ku hoa Pakeha enei temnorrilki.
These children do not belong to'my Pakeha friend
affirncrtive: Naku tEnei,
noni tena.
This is mine, thot is yours.
negative: Ehara ndku tenei
ehoara nou tena.
This is not mine, thal is not yours.
aifirmative: No 5pétlki a Maru,

Moaru comes from Opotikd.
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N-Class possetsion tentences

negative: Ehara no Opatiki a Maru,
Maru does not come from Opotiki.

2 Qlder speakers may moke negeotive nclass sentences by replacing the n-
class particle or pronoun with the perticle i emd reversing the order of the

phrcises.

EXAMPLES

affirmative: MNéaku ténei.
This is mine.

negative: Ehara ténei iaau.
This is not mine.

affirmative: No Opotiki a Maru.
Mecmu is from Opotiki.

negative: Ehara a Maru i Opdtiki.
Mamu is not from Opotiki

affirmartive: Na toku hoa Pakehd enel lamariki.
These coxe the children of my Pakeha friend.

negative: Ehara enei tamariki i toku

hoa Pakehd.
These are not the children of my Pakeha friend.

N-Class possessive parficles and
PronouNs

B The n-claoss possessive particles and pronouns all start with the letter n.

B They have the same form in both singular and plural sentences.

B They have both o and a-category forms.

N-Class Possessive Particles

These pcoticles open noun pleases which answer the gueslion "Who does this
belong to?
The n-class possessive porticles are:

no belonging lo
na belonging o



MCIS pOEteetion sentonces

N-class possessive particles open noun phrases which con consist of either:
! no/na + personal name or place noame;

2 no/na + definilive + noun;

3 no/na + (<lass delinilive.

N-Class Possessive Pronouns

These cre the words which answer the queslion "Whose is this?,” ‘Whose cre
these?' with the words

‘mine’, 'yows', *his’, ‘hers’, ‘its’, ‘'ours’, ‘theirs’
N-class possessive pronouns stand alone in their phrase, for example:
noku mins, belongs to me
no tqua ours, kalongs to us
neo ratou theirs, belongs to them

There are singulcr, dual, and plural sets of n-class possessive pronouns.

singular belongs to one person
cluc belongs to two people
plural belongs to three or more people

Singular N-Class Possessive Pronouns

o-category a-category

noku naku belongs to me

nou nou belongs to you
néna néna belongs to him/her

Dual N-Class Possessive Pronouns
o-cortegory cr-cotegory

no tona ner tanac belongs to us (you cnd me)

no monic NCt mManc belongs to us (him/her cnd me)
no korma na korua belongs lo you (lwo)

no raua no raua belongs o them (two)

Plural N-Class Possessive Pronouns
o-category a-category

no tetou na tatou belonging to us (you people and me)
no matou na matou belonging to us (those people cand me)
no koutou na koutou belonging to you (three or more)

neo ratou na ratou belonging to them (three or more)
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Location
sentences

B Location sentences tell us where someone or something is, was, or will be.
B Localion sentences open with locglion parlicles.
B Location sentences consist of two noun phrases:

location phuase + subjecl phrase

First (information) Phrase

The first phrase opens with o location perticle which tells us whether the
sentence is in the present, past, or future tense:

present: kei
past lense: i
future tense kei + futuwre time phrase

The phrase consists of:

kei/i+ 1 place name;
2 location noun;
J definitive + noun:
4 tclass definitive.

B Tor locotion particles and lacation nouns see poges $8-100.

Second (subject) Phrase

The second phrase may be singular or plural. and consists of either:
1 a + persondl name or place name;

2 a+ pronoun;

3 definitive + noun;

4 |class definitive.,
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Location seniences

EXAMPLES
information phrase subject phrase

location particle + plcce noame
Kei Matipd Tirdt to ritou kainga.
Their house is in Matipo Street.

location particle + locative noun
I konei te toa.
The shop used to be here.

location particle + definitive + noun
Kei te kura nga tamariki apdpd.
The children will be at school tomorrow.

Emphasising the Sul;j'jecl

When we wemt to emphasise the subject ploase, we tremsfer il to the slart of the
sentence cmd introcduce it with the pcaticle ko:

unemphatic:  location phrase subject phrase
Kei waho oku hoc.
My friends are outside.

emphatic: subject phrase location phrase
Ko oku hoa kei wohol
It's my friencls outsicle!

unemphatic:  locotion phrase subject phrase
Kei Poneke te k@inga thturu o Hemi,
Hemi's permanent home is in Wellington.

emphatic: subject phrase location phrase
Ko te k&inga tituru o Hémi, kei Ponele,

As for Hemi's permement home. it's in Wellington.

Negafive location sentences

B The word which makes location sentences negalive is kGore. ‘not'.

B Bosic negalive localion sentences consist of two noun phrases:
kdore + subject pluase + localion phrase

B In the negalive, the locative particles are:

present tense: i
past tense: i
future tense: ki
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Locotion sentences

EXAMPLES

B In negative location sentences the distinction between present and past is

lost.

atfirmeative:

negative:

cffirmcrdive:

negative,

afirmartive:

negative

ciffimmative:

negative:

location phrase
Kei Tauranga

Hemi is in Teuremge.

stibject phrose

Kdore a Hemi

Herni is not in Towoonga,

location phrase
I kora

That tree was over thers.

subject phrase

Kaore taua rakeau
Thert tree was not over there.

location phrase
I waho

We were outsicle.

subject phirase
Koore matou

We were not outsicle.

location pluase
Kei reira

subject phrase
a Hemi.

locertion phrese
i Tonaremga.

subject phrase
toua rakau.

location phrase
i kora.

subject phrase
matou.

locertion plrcrse
i waho.

subject phrase

td tatou huihuinga a te
marama ka heke mai nei.

That's where our meeting will b2 next month.

subject phrase

Kaore to tatou huihuinga
Our meeting will not be there.

location phrase
ki reira.

Questions

Any location sentence can be tumed into a question by the way it is asked, or
by the addition of a question mark when writing:

Kei te tauranga waka to waka?
Is your car in the carpark?

Asking Where?
We ask ‘'Where?' with the locative porticle hea?
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present:
jast:
future:

Locoilon sentencos

Kei hea? Where is/cne?
I hea? Where was,/were?
Eei hea? Where will?

The cuestion is cnswered by replacing hea in the first phrase with the
informerion recpaired.

EXAMPLES

B [n conversation. questions are usually ecmswered in one phuase.

guestion:

answer.

question:

answer.

guestion:

answer:

information phrase subject phrase

Kei hea ngd pounamu mitaka?
Wheare are the milk bottles?

Kei te kipearta.

In the cupboard.

[ hea te whare nui me ngé mara?
Where weare the meeting house and the gcrdens?

I te taha o te awa aua med.

They were baside the river,

I hea te papakdainga?

Where was the settiement?

I konei tonu.

Right here.

Location nouns which take an
object phrase

Location nouns which tell us where the subject is in relation to a point in spece
can be extended with an object phrase which names that place. For example,
this two-phrase sentence tells us:

Kei waho oktu hoa.
My friends are outside.

An object phrase will answer the question ‘outside whert?":

location phrase

Kei waho

subject phrerse object phrase
oku hoa i te Ikiaher,

My friends are outside the doaor.
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Location sentencoes

Object Phrase

Object phrases in location sentences are introduced by the connecting parlicle i.
The object phrase may be singulcr or plurcl and consists of either:

1 i+ a+ personal name:

2 it place name;

d i+ at pronoun:

4 { + definitive + noun:

5 i+ tclass definitive

EXAMPLES
location phrase stibject phrerse object phrase
I runga a Peni raua ko Peti i te atamira.

Peni and Peli were on the stage.

Kel roto taua kdinga i a Ngati Porou.
That place s in Ngati Porou [territory]

Kei raro a Oamaru i Murihiku.
Camary is north of Murihika,

Kei waenga © tatou manuhiri i a tatou.
Our visitors are among us.

Kei tua nga mete i téra arad.
The decd cre bayond that veil.

Changing the Phrase Order

The second (subject) phrase and the third (ohiect) phrase can change places
according to the emphasis we want.

We especially choose the sccond order when the subject phrase is so long thort
an object phrase sounds lost tacked on the end of it:

locertion phrase object phrase subject phrase.

Hei waho ite kéti te ope o te Kuini, ara o Te
Atairangikahu ratou ko ona hoa
remgatira.

The party of Queen Te Atcdremgikethu emid her chiefly supporters is outside the
gcrte,

Megniiva Sentences
In negative sentences, the object phrase usually remains in last place:
subject phrase lecertion phrase cobject phrase

Kaore a Peni raua ko Peti i unga i te atamira.
Peni and Peti cre not on the stage.



Locoicn senbences

People in location phrases

Lecation senlences con tell us where something is by explaining who has got it -
not in the sense of ownership, but of having temporary custody

First (location) Phrase

The location phrcse opens with one of the location particles, and consists of
either:

1 kei/i + a+ personal name;

2 kei/i + a + pronoun;

3 kei/i + definitive + noun;

4 kei/i + Fcluss definitive.

Second (subject) Phrase

The second phrase may be singular or plural, and consists of either:
1 a + personal noun;

2 pronoun;

3 definitive + noun:

4 tclass definitive

EXAMPLES
location phrase subject phrase fime phrase
Kei tana hoa a Hemi,

Hemi is with his friend.

I taku whaect nga tamariki.
The children were with my mother.

Kei a ipi:cmq te walka.
Apircna’s got the can.

I a rqua te walka ite ata nei.
Thevy had it this morning.

Kei t8na apopd.
That one will have it tomorrow.

Questions

Any sentence can be turned into ¢ question by the way it is asked, or by adding
a question meark when writing:

I g ig Gku pukapuka?
Did he have my books?
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Localion senlgncas

Asking Who?

The cuestion "Who has got?. in the sense of "'Who with? is asked with the
personal waid. The phrase consists of:

singulcr present: Kei a wai?
past: 1 a wai?
furfiire: Kei a wai?

plural  present Kel a wa ma?
paist: I a woad ma?
fubure: Kei a wod ma?

The question s cnswered by replocing wal in the fist pluase with the
informetion required.

EXAMPLES
B In conversation, questions are usually emswered in one phrase.

cruestion Kei a wel aku kihi?
Who's got my keys?
CIsSwer: Kei te kaitiaki whare.
The caretaker’s got them.
question: Iawal m& nga paraikete?
Who had the blankets?
answer: I nga ropu kura era parailktete.
The school groups had those blankets.
question:  Kei a wal te peke taumaha i te ata &paps?
Who's going to have (coamry) the hecvy pack tomormow
rnorming?
cmswer Kei te kdtiro te tino pakeke te péke taurnaha.

The aldest girl will have the heavy pack.

Location parficles and nouns

Location Particles
B Location porticles open pluases which canswer lhe question ‘Where?

B Localion parlicles have present, pasl, and fufure forms,

B Location particles express ‘at’, ‘Iin’, ‘on’, by’
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Locolion senlences

Affirmative Location Particles

present tense kkei
past tense i
future tense kei, hei

The future lecation particle hei is not used to ask, emd not usuclly used to
answer, the basic cuestion ‘where? but is found in sentences which give a
strong sense of future intention or time:

Hei konei he kdinga mo mdatou.
Here will be a home lor us,

Hei le Hanuere ratou e haere mai ana.
They'll be coming in Jonuary.

When a location phrase extends a verb statement, the present tense location
particle becomes i, and the future tense particle becomes a. See page 66.

ﬁegutive Location Particles

present tense i
past lense i
{ulure e

Location Nouns

Location nouns are words which follow location particles in phrases which
cnswer the cquestion "'Where? . The phrase consists of

kei /i + locotion noun

Types of Location Nouns
1 All place names are location nouns,

Kei Matipo tirit
In Matipo street

Kei Tiaranga
At Gishorne

2 The following location nouns describe areas in relation to the speaker or
writer: '

uta cshore (when you are at sea)
inlcmdl (when you cue on the coast)
tod il seq {when you are ashore)
on the coast {when you are inland)
tawhiti in the distance






Lacation sentances

konei here (where | am), in this place

kond there (where you are), in that place

kord, ko there (awcry from us), in that other place

reira there in that place (we've been talking about)

3 The following location nouns describe location in relation to a point in
space:

runga on top. above; south

raro under, undermecth, below; north

wetho out, outsice

rata in, inside

muc in front, ot the front, before

muri behind, ot the back

waengad, waenganui in the middle, between, conong

tua beyond, the other side of (a solid object such s a
mounlcin)

tawahi beyond, the other side of (un open spoace such as a
valley)
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The categories of
relationship and
pOssession

Every relationship we hove to people. places or things has a status which we
express in the choice of o or « in the vowel of words which express relationship
Or possession:

possessive particle o/a of
t-class possessive pranouns 'my’, ‘yvour’, ‘his', 'her’, 'our’, ‘their’
n-class possessive porticle no/na cmd possessive pronouns ‘belongs to’

The ccrtegaries of relationship cnd possession cover:

cmy relationship we have with other people;

cmy cualdity thed identifies us;

cny group we are part of, anything part of us;

cnyihing we belong to, anything that kelongs to us;
anything that shelters, tremsports, or helps us;

anything we shelter or help;

anything we use, preduce, or do, anything that is done to us.

In each of these relationships. we cre in a situation of:
superionty. equality. or subordincrtion:

senicrity or junionty:

control, or under the control of someone or something else;
activity or passivity.

O-Category Relationships
The o category expresses relationship with any person. group. or entity we are:

junior to;

under the control, protection. or guidcmee of;
part of;

equal with.

The o category expresses the possession of any thing which acts in e sheltering

or nurturing role, or is bigger or more permanent them we are, end expresses the
relationship of part of something to the whole.
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Ing car@gones of relalionship and possastion

EXAMPLES

We coe junior lo ow mothers:

toku whaea
my mother

We coe ecrual with people we choose as [riends;

te hoa o Tamahae.
Tomahae's friend.

We are sheltered and protected by houses:

tona whare
his/her house

We are part of a tribal group:

No Te Arawa ratou.
They belong to Te Arawa,

A-Category Relationships
The a category expresses our relationship with anyone we cre:

sanior to;
cnyone uncer our control, protection, or couthority .

The a category expresses the possession of any thing, skill, or activity we
produce or contol.

EXAMPLES
We are senior to our grandchildren:

éku mokopuna
my grandchildren

Our work is a productive cactivity we control:

ta moue mehi
our work

Teachers are responsible for their cleoss:

ana akonga
his/her students
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The cotegories of relationship ond possesstion

Category Can Change

While relationship words such as ‘mother’ (ocalegory) or ‘grundchild’ (o
cotegory) express penmanenl coalegories, mosl nouns con be either o or a
calegory, depending on the relationship we want to express.

EXAMPLES
I' ika = fish

nga ika o te moana
the fish of the ccean

This means the fish that live in, emd belong to, the seda. Beccnise sea-fish are perrt
of the marine environment the relationship is expressed with em ocategory

possessive particle.

te ika o Moaui
the fish of Mecnad

This mecms the fish Mcui hooked, raised, and tarmed in the story of the origin of
Aotecooc. Because of Maui's activity and dominance, his relationship to the fish
is expessed wilh an acalegory possessive particle.

2 mahi = work

ngd mahi o te marac
the works of the morae

This means the things. such as the karemga, speech-making and greetings,
which belong to the marae. Because these functions are part of the concept of
marae’ the relationship is expressed with on o-cotegory possessive porticle.

ngd mahi a t& matou rdpi
our group’s tasks

This mecms the things we we going lo do today - the jobs we will accomplish
through work. Because owr aclivity and productivity is what we are talking
cbout, we express il with an g-category possessive particle.

3 waiata = song

neo Ngati Kahungunu ténel waiata
this scng belongs to Ngatt Kahungunu

This means a song which expresses Ngati Kahungunu tribal identity.
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na Ngati Kahungunu ténei waiata
this song is by Ngerti Kahungunu

The means a song that Ngali Kahungunu composed or sang.

When There is More Than One Possessive in a Sentence

sometimes we have to decide the o or a category of more them one possessive in
any given statement:

He nui te mame o 16 ratou walka.
Their cemoe has great prestige.

The first possessive is the possessive porticle o in the phrose te mana o ‘the
prestige of' . "Prestige’ is cmn o-cotegory possession.

The second possessive is the possessive pronoun i@ ratou, ‘their, in the phrase
6 1&atou waka ‘their cance’. 'Canoe’ is an o-cotegory possession.

The lwo possessives in the sentence are independent of each other. The
independence can be seen more clecrly in a siciement in which one possessive
is ocategory, and the other crcategory:

E toru nga tamariki a o0 maua hoa.
QOur friends have three children.

The first possessive is the possessive particle a. in the phrase ngad tamariki a. ‘the
children of . 'Children’ cre em a-cotegary reledionship.

The second possessive is the possessive pronoun 6 maua in the phrose 6 maua
hoa 'our friends’. "Friends’ coe cn ocategory relotionship.

O-Category relationships

Here are lists of common relationships which cre expressecd with o-category
possessive pronouns cmic porticles.

O-Category: Expressing Relationship to Seniors

mother

fcther

uncle

cunt
mother-in-law
father-in-low
gremdmother
grandiather
elder
cmeestor
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EXAMPLES

Ko Poani te wheaea o Tamcahae.
Pomi is Tarncthore's mother.

Ko Hata te papd o Tamahae.
Hate is his fother.

Ko Rangi tona matuaksks.
Rangi is his uncle.

Ko Héra tona meotuakéks,
Herq is his aunt,

Ko Héri réua ko Ani 8ku hungarei.
Hori and Ani are my in-loaws,

Ko Matata te kdinga o te tipuna tane ¢ te whamau,
The gn:mdfmher of the farmily lives in Matcrta,

No Te Wai Pounamu tou tipuna wahine,
Your gremdmeother is from the South Island.

Momerakitio Su kenimicrhued
Respect your elderd

Kua meate rawe o tatou koroua kotocr.
All our old men are dead.

He toa ng& kuia o Waikato ki te kanileani,
The cld ladies of Waikato are great dancers.

Ko Tamatea-pdkai-whenua t&tahi o nga tipuna o Ng&i Tahu,
One of the ancestors of Mgdd Tahu is Tamateg-pokal-whenud.

O Category: Expressing Belonging to a Group
lamily
relortions
hapu
descendants

tribe, people
orgomisction
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EXAMPLES
Hoere mai ki te mihi ki 6ku whomou!
Come and meel my {amily!

Ko Te Ao Wera te hapi o Tuuta Nihoniho.
Tuuta Mihonihe's hapu was Te Ao Werg,

Kei hea nga uri o Te Rangihiroa? K&ore dna uri.
Where are the descendants of Te Rangihiroa? He had none.

Ko wai tona iwi? Ko Te Atiawa.
What was his tribe? Te Aticowa.

Ko te iwi Macri nga tangata whenua ¢ Aotearoa,
The Maori people are the tangata whenua of Aotecroaq.

Me piri koe ki tou ope.
You must stick to your party.

He dha ngd whainga o 6 koutou 16pii?
What coe the objectives of your orgomiscition?

Q Category: Expfessing Belonging o a Place

McIrcle
ploce
CIrect
country

EXAMPLES

He kaumatua a Hori raua ko Ani no 181 marae.
Hori and Ani cre elders of that marae.

Ko Ng#iterangi tétahi o ngéa tino iwl o Tauranga.
Madaiterangi is one of the main tribes of Tawranga.,

Mo Tokaanu a koutou irarnutu.
Your nieces are from Tokaomu.

Ko Ingarangi pea te kainga tuturu o te nuinga o te iwi Pakeha.
The original hame of maost Pakeha people is probably Englend.

Ko nga iwi katoa o te ao kua huihui mai i ténei ra.
All the peaples of the world have gathered here tadery.



Tha cotegones of relationship and possesson

O Category: Expressing Relationship To People With Authority Over
You, or Responsibility for You.

chiet

boss

lecicer

teccher. doctor. nurse, guide, ete.

EXAMPLES

Ko Tuhawaiki te rangetira o Murihiku i t8r& rem ten.
Tuhcrwaiki was the chief of Murihiku last century

Kua whakawatea t6 matou rangatira i {6na tiranga.
Our boss has retired from his position.

Ko Mere raua ko Erihdapeti 6 tatou tumualki.
Our lecders are Mere cnid Edherpeti.

He Hainoamonea te kaiako o a moua tamarilki.
Ouwr children's teacher is Chinese,

Kua whakarérea tatou e 15 tatou kaidrahi!
We've been abandeoned by our guide!

O Category: Exp_r'essl_ng_ Eelatlansh?;;s'ln Which B;aih SIEQE Have
Equal Status

sister, no matter how much alder or younger thom you,;

brother, no meartter how much older or younger them you;

sister-in-larw, no matter how much older or younger than you;

brother-in -law, no matter how much older or younger than you;

cousin, no metter how much older or younger than you;

{.l:eqple on the same descent line as you, whether your line is senior or funior to
12015,

friend, no matter how much older or younger them you;

wife, when you use the term hoa wahine;

huskand, when you use the term hoa tane.

EXAMPLES

Ko Marama te tuahine o Tamahae.
Marama is the sister of Tamethae.

Ko Tamahae te tungéme o Marama,
Toamahae is the brother of Moramea.

He tackete ia no taku wahine.
He is o1 brother-in-lerw of my wife
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Ko Peti te taokete o Hera,
Peti is Hera's sister-in-lorw.

Ko Mere te tuaghine o Marama raua ko Tamaheae.
Mere is Marama's and Tameahoe's cousin.

Ko Rewi t6 rdua tungéme.
Rewi is their cousin.

Ko ia 10ku teina.
She is my younger sister.

Ki ta Ngati Porou, ko Porourangi te tuakana o Tahupdtiki. Otirg, ki ta Ngad
Tahu, ko Porourangi tona teina.

According to Ngati Porou, Porowrangl was the older brother of Tothupotiki.,
But to Ngad Tahu, Porourcmgi was his younger brother.

Ko ténel t8ku hoa pai rawa.
This is my best friend.

Ko Pani te hoa wahine o Hata,
Pami is the wife of Hata.

Ko Hata tona hoa tane.
Hertet is her hushbomcd.

o Cutegorf: Talking About Yourself R

paurts of the body

personal names

clothes

articles used to groom oursclves

EXAMPLES

Eua whati te waewae o taku tamahine.
My derughter has a broken leg.

Hapaitia téu ringaringe!
Reise your hemedl

E rua du whetu, kotahi tou ihu.
You have two eyes and one nose.

Ko Manu Karaitiome toku ingoa.
My ncrme is Monu Karailiana.

Ko Ngati Hamuti Wera te ingoa o téra iwi.
The name of that tribe was Ngati Hamutl Wera,
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The cotegonas of relalionihip ond PoLiassion

Kei hea 0 koutou kamupiitu, tamarild ma?
Where cre your cnamboots, children?

Korero ki tér& wahine e whalktameo ana i téleu ptae.
speak to that woman wedring my hat.

Whakahokia toku heru!
Give back my comb!

Kaore and ngd tamariki ttme kia paraihe i 6 ratou makawe.
The boys heove not brushecl their herir yet

O Category: Expressing Feelings and Thoughts
rmind
spiril
emotions

EXAMPLES

Kuda rere le wairua o Rua,
Fua's spiril has [led.

Ka koa toku ngdkau ki &na kupu.
My heart rejoiced at her words.

Ka nui te aroha o ngd tangata ki te take nei.
The pecople {cel very sympcathstic to this cause.

He aha & ratou whakaaro e p& ana ki téna?
Whoat do they think about thet?

I tupu tona pukuriri i roto i a ia.
His emgjer grew within him

O Category: Expressing Personal Qualities

EXAMPLES

Ka mihare ratou ki te Gtaghua o te wahine patupalarehe.
They were astonished at the beauty of the iairy womamn,

Te mangere hoki o Gu kaimahi!
How lazy your workers are!

E titiro ana ngd touhou ki te nui o t8r& rakau, o Tane Mahuta,
The strangers gazed at the size of that tree, Tane Mahuta
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O Category: Expressing Relationship to the Physical World

lamd. seq. air
geographical features
rocds

arecs

EXAMPLES

Kua ngero oku whenua katoa.

All my lomds are lost

He whaditi, he kotii nga ara ki tona takiwa.

The rocs to her district are nerrow and winding.

O Category: Expressing Symbolic Relationships

EXAMPLES

Ko Aorangi te tino maunga o Ngai Tahu.
Aoremgyi is the foremast mountain of Ngeoi Tathu.

Ko te whakaititcmge te tohu o te momer noui,
Humility is the sign of greainess.

Ka mihi ahou ki tolku kara, ara te kara nui o te Kuind,
I greet my flag, the great {lag of the Sueen.

Q Category: Expressing Relationship fo Shelter

house, or cmy shelter
lcager hurnishings of a house

EXAMPLES

Arg te whare o Hata!
There's Hata's house!

I te taha o te awa te ana o taua ngdrara.
The cave of that monster was beside the river,

Kaua e 10 ki runga i t6 ratou whariki how!
Do net stamd on their new carpet!

Whakapai t6u moengd, ¢ Rewi!
Meike your bed. Rewl!

He pai ki a koe toku turu hou?
Do you like my new cheir?
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O Category:_Expressing Reﬂ:iiunship to Transport and Movement

motor vehicles
bicycle

horse

plane

bodt

journeys

EXAMPLES

B Foam machinery, even if we ride on it, is seen as a teol of preduction. and s a
certegory

Kua oma atu & tatou haiho.
Our horses have escaped.

Kaore tona motoka e haere.
His cor doesn't go.

Ka roa noa atu téku rerenga i roto i t8ku rererangi.
| can go for miles in my cirplane.

Ka roa to tatou haerenga,
Our journey is long.

O Category: Exhresslng Relationship to Drinking Water and
Medicine

EXAMPLES
B Any other drink. for example tea or alcohol, is considered to be a food and is
a category.

Unumia to rongea!
Take your medicine!

Homer he wod moku.
Bring some wrter for me.

O Category: Expressing Eelnﬂonshauf Part to Whole

EXAMPLES

Kua whati te waewae ¢ te tiru.
The leg of the chedr is broken.

Kei hea te kakau o te toki?
Where's the handle of the axe?
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Ko énei ngd mahi o te hui.
These things are the work (the things that happen at) of hui.

Kua hinga te totara o te wao nui a Tane.
The totcra of Tane's great forest has fallen.

Ko ia tétahi o 10 tatou ropi.
She is one of our group.

He Pakeha te nuinga o nga touira i reira.
Maost of the students there are Pakehct.

D-Cutégory: Possessives in Passive Noun Fhrﬁses

EXAMPLES

He rongonui te korero mo te patunga o Kae e Tinirau.
The story of Kae's being killed by Tinirau is famous.

Ko ténei te korero o te matenga o Kae.
This is the story of the death of Kae.

A-category relationships

Here coe lists of common relationships which cre expressed with a-cotegory
possessive pronouns cnd porticles.

A Category: Exﬁréssing the Relationship between Husband and Wife

EXAMPLES
Ko Pani te wahine a Hata.
Pomi 15 Hata's wile.

Ko Heta tana tane.
Herter is her hushomicl.

A Category: Expresélng Re[uliuﬁship to Juniors

child

5on

doughter
first-bom

bbby

niece

nephew
doughter-in-leow
son-in-lerw
grandechild

112
_—



The categories of relalicnenip oo DOSSesesnn

EXAMPLES
Kei te kura a rcuea tomenrile.
Their children cre ot schoal.

Ko Tamahae te tama o Pomi.
Tamahoe is Pani's son.

Ko Marama téma tam&hine.
Marama is her denughter.

I te tuatahi, kdore te wahine i mahara ki téma m&tamua.
At first, the wormeom did not recognise her frst-born.

Homal tdu pépi, e Mei!

Give me your balby. Meil

Ko ia te teonaiti keke a Rangi réua ko Heéra.
She is the niece of Rangi and Hera.

He karaka ta maua hunaongd.
Our demaghter-in-lerw is a clerk.

Ma aku mokopuna tenei meanu.
This kite is lor my grandchildren.

A Category: Expressing Relationship to People you have
Responsibility For, or Authority Over

worker
servant

pupil
lecrner
student

patient

EXAMPLES
Ka pai @ matou kaimahi katoa.
All our workers are doing well.

Mciku hei mokad man!
I'll be yow slave!

Momoalditior coa tonired
Look cdter your students!

Ka tiald te takuta i ana taroro,
The doctor looks after his/her patients.
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A Category: Expressing Action in Words

worcls

speechmaking

commeonds

advice

instructions

sending a message

calling

plcmis

EXAMPLES

He kino téma kérero,
What he scays is bad.

Kua kite matou i @u kupu i roto i tenei reta au.
We have seen your words in this letter of yours.

Me whakarongo koutou ki ta tatou tehutohu.
You hodd better listen to our instructcons

Ka nui aku mihi ki a koulou.
I greel you warnmly.

Ka rirl nga tomgata i te whaikdrere a te taitama.
The people were angry with the young man's spesch.

Ma wai taku karanga e rongo?
Who will hecr my call?

A Category: Expressihg Eélaﬂ_ohship to Action
ciction
work
things you make or produce

EXAMPLES

Ko Aotearoa te ika a Maui.
Aotearoa is Monud's fish.

He mea whakamiharo te pikinga a Ta Edmund Hillary i Everest.
5ir Edrnund Hillary's climbing of Everest was a noteworthy achievement.

Manaakitia nga mahi a nga tipuna.
Respect the work of the ecmeestors.

Niku ténei whare i homga.
I built this house.
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Kua oti taku mahi.
My work is completed

Ma wai koe e Gwhina?
Who will help you?

Mg& mihi ki a koutou mo & koutou loa ki te hi'ikal
Compliments to you on your fishing skills!

A Category: Expressing Relationship to Technology, Production, and
Reward

tools

appliances

things you make your living from
money

EXAMPLES

Kua whati te kakeu o taku ko,
The handle of my spacde has snappead.

He whero te tarakihema a Hata.
Hertar's tractar is recl.

He tino ora ta rdua pamu.
Their [camm is very productive.

Rua rau taarg tana utu.
His pay is two hundred dollars.

Kuda pau altu mond,
My money has run out,

A Category: Expressing Relationship to Possessions

smcill possessions
things in everyday use

EXAMPLES

Wheakapuakina & koutou pukapuka, tamariki ma!
Open your books, chilclren!

Kei hea taku pene?
Where is my psn?

He toaumaha rawa atu te peke a Mere.
Mere's pack is extremely hecvy.

Kei hea &na kapu e huna ana, me ana pereti holi?
Where are her cups hiding, and her plales?



Ina categonas of relahonihp and poLsassion

A Cuiegory: Expressing Relationship fo Food

cill foods
cmy drink except water
clgcarettes

EXAMPLES

Homal tétahi o Gu tickarete, e Korol
Glve me one of your chocolales, Grandacl

Ka pd ia ki t&na pia.
He likes his beer.

He aha ngd kai a te iwi o Inia?
What do Indicn people eat?

Kainga tau parakuihi!
Cat your breakfast!

Wa wad ened leaka?
Whaose mussels are thesa?

A Category: Expressing Relationship to Domesticated Animals

pets
fcom cmimerls

EXAMPLES

B Hoses were onginally seen as tremsport, and therefore are o category.

11&

He kiore te mdkai a taku tamdahine.
My daughter's pet is a rat.

Ka kite mé&tou i tona kahui kuihi,
We scrw his flock of geese.

Ko Pere te ingoa o ta raqua ngeru.
Their cat’s name 15 Pere.



Counting
sentences

Cardinal numbers

Cardinal Numbers One to Ten

1 tahi/kotethi 4 ono
72 raa 7 whitu
3 toru 8 waru
4 wha 9 iwa
5 rima 10 tekau

B The kotahi form of ‘one’ is used when the number opens the sentence.

Ten to Nineteen
Cardinal numbers above ten are calculated as ten plus the single number

ma = plus

11 tekeu méa tahi 14 tekou ma ono
12 tekoun ma rua 17 tekom ma whitu
13 tekau ma toru 13 tekau ma waru
14 tekou mda wha 19 tekau ma iwa

15 tekau ma rima

Twenty to Ninety-Nine

Cardinal numbers above nineteen are calculated as so memy tens plus so many
ones.

Note: the numbers twenty o thirty are given in full as a pattern for numbers to

ninety-nine.
20 ruatekau 26 rua tekou ma ono
21 rua tekau ma tahi 27 rua tekou ma whitu
22 rua tekou ma rua 28 rua tekou ma waru
23 rua tekau ma toru 29 rua tekau ma iwa
24 rua telou ma wha 30 toru tekau

25 rua tekou ma rima

117
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One Hundred to Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

Hundreds cre made by putting the numbers one to nine in front of rem,

Tuandred’.
The word for ‘one’ belore hundred' or ‘thouscmd' is kotahi.

100 kotahi rau
200 Tua rau
J00 toru rau
400 whi rau
500 rima rou
600 ono rau
700 whitu rau
800 wWaru rau
200 iwa rau

Ones are added with ma, {or example:

101 kotahi rema ma tahi
109 kotchi rema md iwa

Tens are placed aller the hundreds, for exconple:

110 kotahi rau, telkkau

111 kotahi rau, tekau ma tahd
119 kotahi reu, tekau ma iwa
120 kotahi rau, rua tekeu

121 kkotahi rau, rua tekeu ma tahi
210 rua rau, tekau

311 toru rau, tekoau ma tahi
419 wha rau, tekau ma iwa
520 rime rem, rua telkon

21 ono rau, rua tekem ma tahi
909 iwar roma, fwa teloon ma iwa

One Thousand to Ninety-Nine Thousand
The word for ‘thouscnd' 1s mano. which is placed alter the numlber, for example:

1.000 kotahi mano

2.000 rud mano
10,000 tekau mano
11.000 tekau ma tahi mano
20,000 ruea tekau mano
25,000 ruea tekau ma rima mano
83,000 war fekou ma toru mano
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Hundreds, tens, and ones follow mane. [or example:

1,001
1.002
1,009

1,010
1,011
1,013

1,020
1,024

1.100
1.101
1.111

1.57%
1.540
1.988

2,000
2,007
2,010
2,012
3,020
3.144
11,891
53,500
73.405
71.842

One Hundred Thousand to One Million

kotahi momo md tahi
kotahi momo ma na
kotahi momo ma iwa

kotahi mano, tekau
kotahi mano, rua tekau ma tahi
kotahi mano, tekau ma toru

kotahi mano, ruda tekou
kotahi mano, rua tekau ma wha

kotahi mano, kotahi rau
kotahi mano, kotahi rau ma tahi
kotahi mano, kotahi rau, telkau ma tahi

kotahi mane, rima rau, whitu tekau ma iwa
kotahi mono, waru rema, wha tekau
kotahi momao, iwa rou, waru teko ma waru

TLICT TOCImcy

i momno ma whitu

rud meno, telkau

rug mano, telkou ma rua

toru mano, rua tekau

toru mane, kotahi rau, wha tekau ma wha

teltau ma tahi mano, waru rau, iwa tekau ma tahi
rima tekou ma toru mane, rima rau

whitu tekeu ma toru mano, wha rau ma rima

iwa tekou ma tahi mano, waru rau, wha telkkau ma rua

The word for hundred thousand' is rou mano which is placed after the number,

for example:

100,000
200,000
700,000

kotahi rau mano
uga rau mano
whitu rcu mano

Hundreds. tens. and ones are placed dafter the thousamds. for example:

102.003
110,012
111.026
222,185

1,000,000

kotahi rau ma rua mano, ma toru

kotahi rau tekau mane, tekau ma rua

kotahi reu tekau ma tahi mano, rua tekau ma ono

rua rau, rua tekeu ma rua memo, kotahi rem, wora tekea
ma rimes

kotahi mirions
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Ordinal numbers

Ordinal Numbers One to Nine

1st tuatahi &th tuaono
2nc tuarua 7ih tucrwhitu
Frcd tuctoru Bth tucwaru
dth tucrwhé Qth tuaiwea

S5th tuarima
Another way of writing the ordinals is:
te + cardinal number, for excomple:

te tahi the first
te iwa the ninth

Ordinal Numbers Above Nine

Ordincl numbers higher them nine consist of:

te + number, for example:

te teloou the tenth

le tekau ma iwa the nineteenth

te rua tekau the twenlieth

te toru tekau ma tahi the hirly-first

te rima tekou ma rima the fifty-fifth

te rau the hundredth

te rima rau the five hundredth

Making counting sentences

B Counting sentences tell us how many of the subject there are.
B Counting sentences can be past, present, or future.

B Basic counting sentences consist of a number phrase and o definite noun
phrase:

number phrase + subject phrase

First (number) Phrase

The fust phrase tells us how mcny there coe of the subject. The form of the first
phrase varies slightly according to the nwnber we want o express.
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Counting sentences

1 Saying one:
The phrase consists of kotahi by itself,

2 Two to nine:
These numbers cre introcluced by a counting parlicle.
When we are counting people we altach toko to the number:

tokorua two
tokorima five
tokoiwa nine

When we are counting things we put e in front of the number:

e mna two
e rima five
eiwa nine

Note: some speakers use the form e for both people and things.

3 Ten to nineteen:

The pluase consists of the number by itself, whether we are talking cbout people
or things.

tekau ten
tekau ma tahi eleven
tekeu ma iwa ninatesn

4 Twenty to ninety-nine:
These numbers coe inboduced by the counling particle e, whether we cre
lalking aboul things or people:

e rua tekau twenty

e rua tekau ma tahi twenty-one
e toru tekau thirty

e ono tekau ma wha sixhy-four

e iwa tekau mda iwa ninety-nine

Note: In conversation. e is often omitted.

5 One hundred and above:
er;l[mbers from one hundred follow the rule for the number which opens lhe
phrase:

kotahi reu one hundred

e rua rau two hundred

kotahi memo one thouscmel

e iwa mano nine thouscmd

Second (subject) Phrase

The subject phuase tells us whal we are counling. The phrase may be singular or
plurcld, and consists of either:
1 pronoun;
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Counling santences

2 definitive + noun;
J tclass delinitive.

EXAMPLES
number phrase subject phrase
Hotahi tolku tungane.

[ herve one brother.

Tokoria oku tuakana.
I hove two older sisters

Telcau tonu nga mokopuna a Ata.
Ata has exactly ten gremclchildren.

Tekou ma waru ratou.
There are sighteen of therm.

E rua telkau ana tamariki.
she has twenty children.
Kotahi analie te urunga.

There is only one pillow.

E whitu ou paraikete.
You herve seven blembkets.

E whd tekeu ma wha o tatou manuhiri.
We have forty-four guests

Kotahi rau ngd marae o ténei rohe.
There are one hundred morae in this crec

Questions

Any number sentence can be tumed into a ¢uestion by the way it is askad, or
by the addition of a cuestion mark when wrting:

Tokotoru &u tamariki?
Herve you got three children?

E whitu ngd parcikete?
Are there seven blomkets?

Asking How Many?
We ask this cuestion with the phrases:

o hia? (talking about things)
tolcohia? (talking about people)
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Counting senlences

E hia and tokchia have the same form in both singular and plural questons.
They lorm the first phrase of a counting sentence.
Questions cre answered by replacing e hia/tokohia with the number required.

EXAMPLES
B The subject phrase is often left out of the cmswer to a question.

question phrase subject phrase
Tokohict a koutou akonga?
How meamy stuclents harve you?
CIswer: Tokoiwa pea & mdctou akonger.
We have about nine students.
CINSWer Tokoiwa pea.
About nine.
Tokohia O ratou kaikdrero i ténei r&a?

How many speakers have they got todony?

answer. Kotahi tonu.

Just the one.

E hia ramei era kainga tawhita?

How memy of those old settlements would there ba?
answer: Ki toku whakaaro, e rima tekeu cua kéinga?

In my estimertion there are fifty of those settlerments.
CrswWer: E hia ngd pereti,

e hia ngd kapu?

How many plates and cups cre there?

answer: Teltcru ma waru nga pereti,
@ rua tekeu ma tahi & tatou kapu.
There are eighteen plates, emd we have hwenty-one cups.

E hia nga pune me ngd pdoka?
How memy spoons and forks?

Ccmnswer: E ono nga pune,
e rimet nga paoka.

Six spoons cnd five forks.
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